
I place a high value on the protection of our state's natural environment and cultural heritage. 
Beyond individual plants, animals and places, this extends to our water, food, air, biodiversity, 
climate, our rural and natural landscapes, and our living Aboriginal culture and connection to 
country. 
 
AND I strongly believe that gas fracking CAN BE DONE in WA with low to no impacts on these values.  
 
Pollution of air and water, impacts on biodiversity, industrialisation of landscapes, and man-made 
climate change are NOT inevitable consequences of an unconventional gas industry in WA. Many of 
these impacts CAN DEFINATELY be avoided or managed through regulation. Each project should be 
assessed on its merits. There should NOT be a blanket ban as hydaulic fracturing can be safely and 
without impacts as is shown by successful operations throughout the world.  
 
The development of new fossil fuels, including gas, are an IMPORTANT part of our future.  Greens 
groups, such as the CCWA would have you believe that the exploration and development of gas will 
increase carbon pollution and is inconsistent with international agreements on climate change. This 
is simply not true.  Gas is a feedstock for many important items that are necesary for our modern 
world.  Furthermore, it is a low-fossil alternative to coal for the generation of base load power.   
 
So called "renewable resources" cannot provide baseload power, and despite all the money (US$2.6 
trillion since 2004) invested in intermittent renewables, less than 1% of the world's energy needs are 
provided by IRE.  Renewables simply cannot keep pace with electricity demand growth and 
therefore, without nuclear, more NOT LESS fossil fuels will be needed. Gas provides a lower 
emissions alternative to coal. 
 
Therefore, I call on the Independent Scientific Panel Inquiry NOT to  recommend a permanent, 
legislated ban on fracking and unconventional gas activities across WA, and NOT TO WASTE OUR 
MONEY in the development of renewable energy resources to meet the state’s energy needs. 
 


