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Section1: Introduction

My nameʼs Rob Alder. Iʼm an artist and designer deeply concerned for the environment, and  
focussing my campaigning on the fate of the amazingly beautiful and unique state of WA. 

In 2011 was told by a colleague, Dane Griffen, that there was fracking taking place or about 
to take place in the North Perth Basin near Dongarra and Enneabba.  We travelled together 
to find the sites using coordinates published on the proponentʼs websites. 

What we found was shocking, and resulted in a prolonged correspondence between myself 
and DEC, EPA DMP and media organisations. The correspondence and photographic 
evidence is below.

What was clear, and what I want to focus on in this submission is risk and regulation. The 
contamination and utter disregard for the natural environment there in the North Perth Basin 
was committed under ʻregulationʼ. 

I sincerely appeal to you all on the panel, to please consider the following points, and follow 
the precautionary principle. Permanent damage to aquifers cannot be undone:

1/ If this industry was safe why would anything about it need to be regulated?

2/ Corporations involved in this industry are pursuing profits, so where ever possible the 
LEAST amount of regulation will be sought. Individuals in Government/regulatory bodies are 
corruptible.

3/ Revolving door between regulatory bodies and industry results in industry learning how to 
better and more efficiently circumvent Government regulations.

4/ Enforcement. Who controls it? How can regulation be practically and actually enforced? 
Who decides how much is to be spent on enforcing and on what basis? What would be the 
basis for deciding, who would approve that, and on what data or information would such a 
decision be made? How many inspectors per well per day would be needed to ensure no 
regulations were being broken? With up to 40,000 wells being discussed for WA, how many 
inspectors would be needed to cover the field work inspections? What statutory powers 
would they have? 

5/ Whatʼs to stop, for example, a change of government weakening regulations, or corruption 
of government or regulators? What or whom regulates the regulators? 

6/ Previous regulatory frameworks rely on proponents to decide what is a ʻreportable 
incidentʼ. Thatʼs a conflict of interest and not compatible with the purpose of regulation. 

7/ Human nature, human error, stupidity, or failure cannot be regulated. The damage from 
equipment failure or wellhead equipment failure cannot be regulated. ʻThe best in the 



industryʼ have already failed in WA: (a) Warro, designed by Slumberger and fracked by 
Haliburton struck water. (b) 

8/ Well casing failure cannot be regulated - the risk to aquifers is permanent and 
irredeemable.  Furthermore, the longer a steel well casing exists, the more likely it is to fail, 
and eventually risk is replaced with certainty. ALL well casings will fail eventually. Anthony 
Ingraffea is the lead researcher on this topic, and bases his findings on industry data.

9/ What disincentives (eg. fines, forfeiture of leases, personal liability for directors and 
regulators who fail in their duties) would accompany any regulatory framework?

10/ The nature of geological formations where onshore petroleum exists basically guarantees  
that where petroleum is found is also clean, usable current or future ground water reserves. 
There are no onshore petroleum resources in Western Australia that do not lie beneath fresh 
water reserves currently being utilised for human consumption or farming.

11/ upon abandonment of petroleum wells. Companies are no longer liable for failure of wells 
into the future after a period of 2-5 years. The liability then falls back to the state.
Failing wells - 10-40-100 years later will be allowing connectivity between hydrocarbon and 
chemical laden deep formations and utilised fresh water reserves.

12/ When connectivity is established between formations, nothing can be done. it is a non 
redeemable failure.

13/ Memorandums of understanding (MOUʼs) weʼre established in 2009 between 
departments of environment, water and the DMP to ensure that regulation of onshore 
petroleum activity in Western Australia, including issues relating to water and environment 
rests with the Department of Mines and Petroleum. This has resulted in the industry wholly 
being regulated by the department which is actively promoting the industry. This is a gross 
and unacceptable conflict of interest situation. 

Thank you for considering our submission. 

Yours sincerely 

Rob Alder
with Dane Griffen
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Section 2: North Perth Basin Report
Notes : Northern Perth Basin Trip. 01-08-11

Tues 02-08  - Warro 4 Latent Petroleum/Transerv Energy.

Frack Job taking place at Warro Gas Field. Corner of Marchagee track and Coolara Rd, in a paddock 
adjacent to Watheroo National Park and Boothendarra Nature Reserve. Well is approx. 300m from 
Coolara Rd/Watheroo Nat Park.

Halliburton had been carting water 24hrs for 3 days prior to us arriving. Three Springs Water Carting 
has been doing this work. We do not know where this water has been coming from. Information from 
Don Williams. (Hi Vallee Farm) suggests that they also have a bore on-site and are also taking water 
from one of the farm bores.

I was keen to get into the Watheroo National Park to have a look at the damage caused by the recent 
clearing of vegetation for 3D seismic survey. It just so happened though that the army was doing 
‘operations’ in both the Watheroo National Park and Boothendarra Nature Reserve.

There was an enormous amount of equipment on-site. 12 pump trucks, large sea container sized 
chemical tanks, heaps various other tanker trucks, a donga community, 2 lined ponds, 3 unlined 
ponds etc etc.

Tues 02-08 Woodada Gas Field, Australia Worldwide Exploration

Woodada Deep is the next well to be fracked by Halliburton this season. This will be happening either 
this week or next. The woodada field is in the Lake Logue Nature Reserve. A very unique area in 
terms of the surface hydrology and flora species.

We took a self-guided tour of the Woodada field. Since my last visit to the field, thre has been a lot of 
earth moving going on. There is a new drill pad, 3 new lined ponds, and a unlined pond. (we are 
seeing that this is the standard ratio for tight or shale wells)

The whole field is a complete disgrace. There is rubbish and disused equipment strewn through the 
bush around well pad. Every well pad is surrounded by dead vegetation. (most probably dieback) We 
located 2 water bores, both had shiny new meters. Both had drawn about 22,000 cubic metres of 
water.

We used the wash-down facility on the way out to decontaminate the vehicle. This uncovered a real 
‘in-your face’ representation of just how incompetent the company is. The wash-down facility is 
located on the top of a hill at the end of a muddy track. Once you have finished washing down the 
vehicle, you have to drive back down the same muddy track. Well done guys.

Tues 02-08 Arrowsmith 2, Australia Worldwide Exploration

This is Western Australia’s much touted (game changer) It is the first ‘dedicated’ shale gas well. 
Although most wells drilled in WA in the last few years have all been strategically intersecting shales 
and gaining log data.

Arrowsmith 2 has been drilled, cleaned and is ready to be fracked.

Of all sites that we visited, Arrowsmith 2 was probably the most disgraceful. Halliburton chemical 
drums we’re left all over the site. In various locations right across the drill pad there was a thick gel. 
Probably a drilling additive, viscosifier or shale and clay formation stabiliser. 

There are two holding ponds for water that is to be used in the drilling/fracking.



Wastewater pond is not lined. Not with plastic or clay. This is just a sand pond, 400m from the 
Arrowsmith River. The wastewater is leaching straight through the walls and base of the pond, and 
straight into the Yarragadee.

The wastewater pond absolutely stinks. But it does not have an organic smell. It is a very foreign, 
slightly chemical smell, and has a thick solid foam forming on the surface. There is a flare pit next to 
the wastewater pond that is about 1.5 – 2m depper than the surface of the wastewater pond. This 
flare pit is holding a stable level of fluid that is of the same colour as the wastewater pond. We 
suspect this to be evidence of the wastewater pond leaching. (as if visual evidence is needed) 

Wed 03-08-11 Arrowsmith 2

We returned to Arrowsmith 2 to tour the site with a reporter. Did a bit of sneaky stuff that you can 
ask me about later…

Wed 03-08-11 Public Meeting Eneabba

12 people showed. This may seem like bugger all. But there are only 35 farms around Eneabba. The 
gas industry has failed in their ‘dedication to consulting all sectors of the community’ The first time I 
visited Eneabba to investigate the gas industry, 1 person knew that a shale gas well had been drilled. 
At this meeting 2 people knew. Even the shire was unaware.

We screened Gasland, Dayne Pratzky told the story about how him and his region has been affected 
by the Advent of the onshore gas industry in SE Queensland. I presented the similarities and 
differences of what is happening in the US as depicted by the film, and what the industry is up to in 
the Northern Perth Basin.

The community has faith in government they had a bit of a “they would never let that happen here 
would they?” type view. When I explained the regulatory shortfalls, and who is actually carrying out 
the work, what the companies outlooks are for the region and what we had seen the previous day, 
they ended up extremely concerned about the future of their prized bushland and farmland (they 
seem quite precious about their bushland)

Everyone left with a brief, a map of tenements and operators in the Central and Northern Perth Basin 
and a ‘how to write a section 38 referral’ 

Thurs 04-08-11 Media/occupation of Arrowsmith 2 

Thursday morn was media morning, Media Briefs we’re sent to the Geraldton Guardian, ABC, and 
GWN. Confirmation that story will be in the Geraldton Guardian and Countryman, maybe also Mid-
west Times, ABC will be running an online feature and rural radio. GWN is very interested in coming 
on-board especially if it involves a sneaky site tour or fly-over.

Internet and phone connection is a major issue in the area. It is extremely hard to coordinate media 
from Eneabba! There is a new broadband phone tower being installed as we speak. Next visit should 
be a lot easier.

Thursday Arvo was spent back down at Arrowsmith 2 we set up banners, got in costume and had a 
bit of a laugh, general stuffing about in an attempt to make our visit a bit more light hearted and get 
a few useful social media shots.

Friday 05-08-11

Spent this morning trying to get ABC or channel 7 in the air while Halliburton was still at Warro 4. 
Channel 7’s chopper was grounded all morning and on another job in the arvo, ABC did not have a 
spare reporter.

We made some enquiries around town and ended up speaking to Bill. He is a 60-70yo aerobatics 
pilot with a little stunt plane and a restored 4 seater 1967 Beechcraft Musketeer. Without even 
knowing why, he agreed to fly us around for a couple hours in an extremely fancy little aircraft for 
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nothing but the cost of fuel! We got some good shots for media  of Warro 4 with Halliburton on-site 
(they had just finished the frack) and some good shots of the Woodada field and Arrowsmith 2. When 
we got back on the ground, O’l Bill asked what the hell we just flew around for 2 hours to look at a 
bunch of drill sites for. Aftera brief extlanation of what we we’re up to and what the gas industry was 
doing in town. He came to the conclusion that the petroleum industry was a >><<#% bunch of **^
%’s and we can go up in his plane anytime.

Overview

By the weeks end, Via the local general store, 8 referrals had been sent to the EPA and another 11 
we’re on their way. The community is well and truly on the way to reaching a point of connectivity on 
the issue, they are keen to be kept in the loop of any developments as they come to light and a few 
landholders are ok with doing radio interviews or being case subjects etc.

We have enough evidence of a disgustingly huge regulatory failure on every level in regards to the 3 
sites visited. We have the photo’s both on the ground and from the air.

There is enough ammo here now to really crack the shell and lay it all out on the table for the public 
to view.

The industry has failed dismally. They have completely failed to consult the community. They are 
trashing WA’s precious iconic ‘wildflower country’ and have already directly discharged wastewater 
into the Yarragadee via unlined flowback ponds. Dieback is being spread at a phenomenal rate and 
the EPA has no way of reigning these cowboys in.

On Saturday evening, we had a community meeting in Rosa Brook attended by about 30people 
including Giz Watson. Norman Moore was on the front page of Friday’s Augusta Margaret River Times 
telling everyone to settle down and not worry about the unconventional gas industry coming to town. 
We showed the community what we had been investigating in the Northern Perth Basin and they we’re 
more than shocked. Everyone at that meeting will now not only be referring Whicher range to the EPA, 
but also will be referring all of the Northern Perth Basin exploration as well.

By weeks end, I expect that the EPA should have enough sitting in the inbox plus media on the 
subject to warrant them throwing their arms in the air and demanding that they be given access to all 
required information from the proponents and contractors operating these projects so as they can 
properly do their job and assess all exploration drilling programs.

We will continue to call for a moratorium and possibly an immediate stop work and an assessment of 
damage that has already occurred at these sites.

Media Brief: August 7rd 2011!

Regulatory failure: State Fails to Regulate Cowboy Frack Jobs In the MidWest

An alliance of concerned community groups travelled to the Mid-west last week to learn about the current stage 
of ʻUnconventional Gasʼ prospecting and production in Western Australia, particularly Shale and Tight Formation 
Gas which are the main targets of gas companies in the regionʼs wildflower and wheat belt.

Dane Griffen from The Wilderness Society, and Rob Alder from No Oil for SW Beaches, were accompanied by 
Dayne Pratzky a landowner from South East Queensland, representing Lock the Gate Alliance. Dayne was 
invited to WA to share his direct experiences of intrusion by the Coal Seam Gas industry with the residents and 
stakeholders of the Perth Basin.

To inform the local community and promote discussion, the alliance screened the award winning film GASLAND 
(by US filmaker Josh Fox) at the Eneabba Hall, which shows the devastating impact of the shale gas industry is 
having in the United States. 

The film was also screened last week at Rosa Brook near Margaret River where a gas exploration license has 
been issued by the Department of Mines and Petroleum. The area also shares an aquifer with a ʻtight formationʼ 



gas prospect at Whicher Range, approximately 25km away. Many residents in the area have campaigned 
against a coal mine that was planned for the area, and believe that gas extraction will pose similar risks to the 
aquifer.

The film focuses on the consequences of hydraulic fracturing (fracking), especially on ground water and 
aquifers. It also highlights the dangers to human health of the highly toxic chemicals used in fracking, and the 
deterioration of air quality in surrounding environs from chemical vapour, fugitive methane, and gas flares.

In the film the operations of the industryʼs main contractor for gasfield development and exploitation, Halliburton, 
are investigated, along with their relationship to US government officials who exempted the industry from the 
Safe Drinking Water Act, the Clean Water Act and the Clean Air Act.

Last week Halliburton fracked wells near Badgingarra, at Warro gasfield adjacent to the Watheroo National 
Park, and near Dongara at Senecio gas well. They are intending to frack a further two wells in the Mid West 
over the next  month: near Eneabba at Arrowsmith  gasfield, and Woodada gasfield in Lake Logue Nature 
Reserve. 

Some 300m away from Warro frackjob, the Watheroo National Park has been extensively cleared for gas 
company Latent Petroleum to carry out 3D seismic exploration.

Dane Griffen (The Wildeness Society):
“…This is my second trip to the region to investigate drilling and fracking operations. I have not yet spoken to a 
community group or landholder in the Eneabba area who had any idea that a gas company was even operating 
in the region.” 

Most of the landholders in the Mid-west are completely unaware that their properties are covered by petroleum 
tenements, and that the surrounding natural environment is being cleared, drilled and fracked….”

 whose property is four hours west of Brisbane, is a spokesman for the Lock the Gate Alliance:
“…What Iʼve seen so far here in the Mid West has an eerie similarity to where we started in south east 
Queensland. Now we have around 4,500 wells, with plans for another 36,000. However, Iʼve come to Western 
Australia to hopefully encourage landholders to start the fight now before their beautiful area becomes an 
industrial zone like my backyard.”

This is not a greenie movement. Never before have I seen landholders and environmentalists team up to try and 
defeat an industry. Itʼs like a David and Goliath battle. This is the biggest environmental and social issue this 
country has ever faced….”

This Stateʼs mining and petroleum boom frontier mentality has moved south to the Mid West. 

“What little is left of our iconic wildflower country is being cleared, compacted, trashed, and contaminated with 
unlined chemically laced waste-water pits”, says Dane Griffen.

Some of the worst aspects of the nationʼs onshore unconventional gas rush, the topic of such contention and 
outrage in Queensland and New South Wales, is now clearly visible in Western Australia. 

The term ʻunconventional gasʼ is widely used to describe methane gas, which is extracted from solid formations 
rather than more liquid or gaseous reserves. The gas is released from the shale or tight formations (such as 
sandstone), or coal seams by shattering them with a process called hydraulic fracturing, or ʻfrackingʼ.

Whilst it is Coal Seam Gas that is attracting so much attention on the east coast, here in Western Australia by 
far the largest deposits of unconventional gas are in shale and tight formations. 

Our shale formations in the Mid West are of similar depth to those in the US that currently causing some 
catastrophic environmental consequences. The same processes are being carried out by the same multi-
national company here. Whether itʼs them, or their subcontractors, they seem to have partly forgotten that 
theyʼre operating in the 21st Century.
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Despite there being signs of basic standards of disposal and maintenance being met, such as waste skips, all 
the three sites that we inspected were messy, with signs of spillage and waste deposited on the ground or in the 
bush, which is also littered with trash and old equipment.

On a site near Eneabba there are uncontained used drums of drilling chemical, and makeshift drains funnelling 
waste products from the drilling operation into in a large sand-bottom unlined pit containing visibly contaminated 
water.

Some of the same regulatory failures that are happening in the US are evident there. We have falsely invested 
our faith and reasonable expectation in our Government, and itʼs Departments, Regulatory bodies and 
Environmental watchdogs. 

The consequences of getting the expansion of this industry wrong are clearly visible in the Gasland film, which 
shows the devastating impact of the shale gas industry is having in the United States. The film focuses on the 
consequences of fracking, especially on ground water and aquifers. 

All four sites that have been, or are imminently due to be fracked, have been referred for assessment to the 
EPA, but the EPA is unable to assess because of insufficient information and data supplied by the companies. 
The EPA cannot assess risks from chemicals unless they know what those chemicals are. The companies 
operate under a cloak of secrecy and have failed to supply the EPA with enough information on the chemicals 
used in the fracking process.

Fracking deep shale and tight gas wells requires huge quantities of water. Again because of lack of 
transparency from the industry, we donʼt know exactly how much. 30m litres is not uncommon, and even with 
industry claims that ʻonlyʼ 1% - 2.5% of fracking mix are chemical additives, that can mean up to 
30,000-75,000litres. Nor is it uncommon that only 40-60% of fracking mixture is recovered from the well, leaving 
considerable amount of chemical cocktail underground. 

One well in the Whicher Range (in WAʼs in the South West) was fracked in 2004 with 1.2m litres of diesel, only 
48% of which was recovered, leaving some 720,000 litres underground.

 Because of the uncontrollable consequences of shattering otherwise stable sub-surface formations, and as 
approximately 20-30% of fault lines in shale and tight formations do not show on 3D seismic surveys, leaving 
such large amounts of toxic substances leaves open the possibility that over time they could migrate to aquifers 
with catastrophic outcomes.

There is a grave concern that the gas fields that are planned, should the newly fracked wells be commercially 
viable, will be as large as those in south east Queensland, or the shale fields of the US. 

A shale gas field in the US that has similar characteristics of the northern Perth Basin currently has 160 
operating drill rigs, and 5,900 producing wells hosted by 64 operating companies.

The Mid Westʼs Kwongan Heathland (wildflower country) is one of the most florally diverse parts of the planet. 
Itʼs a remaining eco-system from Gondwanaland. It has been internationally recognised as one of the few 
remaining bio-diversity hotspots on earth. 

The only other area on the planet that has as much flora is found in South Africa, where there is a complete 
moratorium on petroleum exploration due to the natural values of the landscape.

The West Australian government has failed to regulate this yearʼs five frack jobs. How can we have confidence 
in them to regulate the planned rollout of the industry?

Dane Griffen - The Wilderness Society

Rob Alder - No Oil for SW Beaches



Section 3: Evidence
Arrowsmith 2
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Woodada (Lake Logue Nature Reserve)
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Warro 4 - Haliburton fracking rigs on farmland near Badgingarra, at Warro gasfield 
adjacent to the  Watheroo National Park

       

     

       

More photos are viewable at www.defendourwater.com



The Mid Westʼs Kwongan Heathland (wildflower country) is one of the most florally diverse parts of the planet. 
Itʼs a remaining eco-system from Gondwanaland. It has been internationally recognised as one of the few 
remaining bio-diversity hotspots on earth. 

The only other area on the planet that has as much flora is found in South Africa, where there is a complete 
moratorium on petroleum exploration due to the natural values of the landscape.

       

Screening ʻGASLANDʼ in Enneabba
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Section 4: Correspondence 
Email threads between Rob Alder and DMP, DEC, EPA, media (and others) after 
discovery of unconventional gas exploration in North Perth Basin (Dongara/Enneabba) 
August 2011. This account demonstrates the unwillingness or inability of the 
regulatory bodies to take appropriate action either before or after broadscale 
environmental damage is done during onshore gas mining (photos below). Where is 
the accountability?

It also shows how hard it is to get good and accurate media coverage of such an 
obvious exposure of regulatory failure.

Rob Alder invited LtG ‘ambassador’  to WA to alert LtG to 
what was happening in the North Perth Basin. During the visit Rob took Dayne to 
address Whicher Range/Margaret River locals on his experience with being ‘over run’ 
by gas exploration and mining in Sth Queensland.

 On 06/08/2011, at 6:25 PM, :

Hi All
 
My personal gratitude for the meeting to day at  place. Thanks also to ?  
(spelling) – please pass it on . 
 
You would certainly hope that with such goodwill and effort the Region is to be the beneficiary.  
 
Good job.  Amazing people.  
 
Kind regards

(  - Convenor and ‘driver’ of No COAL!ition campaign against a coal mine in 
Margret River region)

From: 
Date: Sat, 6 Aug 2011 23:16:05 +0800
To: "

 
 

 
 

Subject: Re: Personal Thanks

Yeah nice one 
lovely gathering of minds and as usual walked away further  educated. Cheers for the use 
of the lovely space.

Kindest Regards



From: " r >
Date: Sun, 07 Aug 2011 15:07:47 +0800
To: "No COAL!ition, Margaret River" 
Conversation: Eneabba trip 
Subject: Eneabba trip 

Hi ,
Great to see you yesterday. Thanks for your note...

Am about to head for Perth again now for the meeting with Greens, CCWA and TWS tomorrow 
morning. Would be good to meet up this week sometime to discuss how to best prep our talks on 
CSG SHALE & TIGHT.

Here are a few of the pics from up north and Dane’s notes. For you only at the moment please till 
we get the media launched with it.

All the best

Rob

PS the plane was a beautifully restored ‘67 Beechcraft Muskateer...got some pics for you later...

From: 
Sent: Tuesday, 12 July 2011 5:32 AM
To: No COAL!ition, Margaret River
Cc: 
Subject: CSG vs Coal Vs renew

Hey  
after seeing what I have seen here and having been brought up around Newcastle and Coal you 
will have wished for Coal over CSG. I am no alarmist. This is what we are talking about re 
infrstrucure (photo attached). This is with around 200 wells in Tara region. In this region there  
will be up to 1000 in a couple of years and then they keep going, they just reduce distance 
between wells. More compressor stations and then this needs to be piped to the coast. They are 
piping from QLD to Gladstone next but also want to pipe to the Hunter!! Each pipe clears up to 40 
metre wide strip of land from well to compressor station to port, hence this photo. No ifs buts or 
maybees they take the cheapest straightest root. You think Margies is safe cause its a golden 
egg..think again. They are looki ng at going straight thru the Boarder rangers National Park and 
also world heritage listed pacific rim. THEY DO NOT GIVE A SHIT. . Dont even worry about the 
science and how bad frakking is...the land is turned into an industrial site. They will leave in 
20-30 years and they will' REHABILITATE'...I have spoken to 20 farmers that say they can never 
use that land for cropping again.  End of story. I would prefer one coal mine hidden away to 200 
of these wells anyday. You guys need to do a drive thru of Tara. I'd obviously prefer neither but 
I'm telling you Coial is CSG's baby brother to this Lucifer. Get educated but take my humble 
world, dont worry about muddying the waters between your Coal fight and CSG. Win Coal but 
CSG will be straight behind it and we need to fight both fronts. Your plate is full Brent but both 
wars need winning. We all need to fight both and lock up Margs and start heading towards the 
renewables.  check this report out. Its happening in Spain.

From: 
Sent: Tuesday, 12 July 2011 5:46 AM
To:
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Subject: RE: CSG vs Coal Vs renew

Thanks 
Just bloody desgusting .... and that's only what's happening at the surface!
Will read the attachment later today - but looks just like what I want.
Pete

From: <robert_alder@********.com>
Sent: Friday, 12 August 2011 10:28 AM
To: 
Cc: No COAL!ition, Margaret River
Subject: First North Perth Basin gas well fracked without community knowledge or EPA 
assessment.

To , Principle Policy Advisor to Minister of Mines, Norman Moore

Dear , 

Thank you for your invitation to provide you with evidence of what appears to be extensive 
contamination of the Arrowsmith2 well site on Unallocated Crown Land near Eneabba.  I’ve 
attached photos that were taken on the site last week. Also attached are aerial shots of the Warro 
fracking operation next to the Watheroo National Park. It appears that there are also unlined 
flowback dams for the fracking operation on that site too. 

The locations in question are in the iconic Western Australian ‘wildflower belt’, and above the 
North Yarragadee Aquifer. You’ll see from the aerial shots that the Arrowsmith2 and Woodada 
sites are very close to wet mounds, standing water, and lakes, and that the Arrowsmith2 site is 
approximately 250m from the Arrowsmith River which turns north just west of the site, then I’m 
told disappears underground some 5km away, presumably feeding the Yarragadee Aquifer.  I 
understand that Minister for Environment Marmion has mentioned that this aquifer may be 
considered as a source of water for Perth in the future.

The Mid West’s Kwongan Heathland is one of the most florally diverse parts of the planet. It’s a 
remaining eco-system from Gondwana which has not been glaciated for approximately 250 
million years, providing a unique window into the evolution of plants. It has been internationally 
recognised as one of the few remaining bio-diversity hotspots on earth. The only other area on 
the planet that has as much flora is found in South Africa, where there’s a complete moratorium 
on petroleum exploration due to the natural values of the landscape.
 
As well as the many pads cleared in heathland (approximately one hectare each plus access 
roads), near Badgingarra the Watheroo Nation Park has been extensively cleared for a gas 
company to carry out 3D seismic exploration.

My first concern at the moment is what appears to be chemical contamination on the drill pad at 
at Arrowsmith2 near Eneabba, and a large flowback pond approximately 20m x 20m. Depth is not 
possible to determine, but follows design characteristics (size, bunding walls, wall angle) that I 
witnessed on other empty pits (on and off site) indicating that it was 3-4 meters deep. In the 
pond there were patches totalling approximately 2 square meters of floating material that had the 
appearance and texture of light solid foam. The water is turbid, and has an utterly foul chemical 
stench. The morning after two of my visits to the site I experienced extreme headaches. 

There were twelve empty drums of a Halliburton product QUIK MUD. The label (see attached 
photograph) describes it as a Shale and Clay Stabilizer/Viscosifier. Caution indicators include: May 
cause eye, skin and respiratory irritation, headaches, dizziness and other central nervous system 
effects, and harmful if swallowed. It also bears the statement that “QUIK MUD is designed for 
Industrial Use Only. My own opinion is that Nature Reserves and fragile Unallocated Crown Land 
are not good places to conduct what is effectively unregulated  ‘Industrial Use’ of industrial 
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chemicals with none of the constraints that one would expect in a closed environment like, for 
example, a factory.

I’m only an ordinary citizen, but a sand plain some 9-15m above the North Yarragadee Aquifer, in 
a fragile ecosystem, with no external controls other than a sand bunded leach pond does not 
strike me as being an appropriate location for disposal of this co-polymer chemical compound. 
Indeed, it seems to me that the purpose of such a pit is to avoid the expensive requirement to 
transport the effluent to a safe and appropriate disposal site.

At Arrowsmith2 the safety mesh was missing on one and a half walls on the flowback pit. At 
Woodada there is extensive dieback.  The tyre and vehicle sterilisation pad there is designed so 
poorly that sterilised vehicles have no option but to cross their original and possibly infected tyre-
tracks after they’ve disinfected. Who is actually regulating and inspecting this industry?

There is much more to describe, but I’m still researching some points that I need clarification on 
so as to improve my knowledge and accuracy. I’ll be sending that to you under separate cover, as 
soon as possible. Again I repeat that I’m no expert, just an ordinary citizen who is becoming 
aware that similar procedures for similar targets are being planned for my region, so my 
apologies in advance if my terminology or observations are off-mark. As a student of the subject, 
and someone who may also be directly affected later, I’m deeply concerned. 

If what’s going on in the North Perth Basin is standard industry procedure then it’s my opinion 
that the industry needs to seriously improve it’s procedures. If it’s industry delinquency then the 
industry needs to accept the fact that they can no longer treat our Unallocated Crown Land, 
Nature Reserves, National Parks, agricultural land and aquifers with such callous disregard for the 
consequences of their business on our environment and communities. 

There are many people in many communities in many states in many countries who are onto this 
issue now. To borrow a phrase from a friend, I simply wish to shine light and breathe oxygen onto 
this potentially catastrophic industrialisation of our rural heritage, where the precautionary 
principle appears to have been slaughtered on the alter of short-term gain. 

I understand the concepts of ‘energy security’, and ‘strategic national interest’, but I know that I 
am not alone in being profoundly concerned that our governments, both Liberal and Labor, are 
embarked on a rush to expand the gas industry with such indecent haste that the possible 
consequences are being wilfully ignored. They are promoting an industry which is deeply 
secretive, to the point where our protective agencies such as the EPA are unable to assess 
referrals, because the industry is not forthcoming with enough information on projects for them 
to be assessed. I assert that the licensing and supervision process is ‘broken and sick’. 

The EPA needs to be given the authority to assess these and all other projects, not left mute 
because the data that they need to assess is not forthcoming from the industry. It’s my opinion 
that the DMP needs to better acknowledge the community’s legitimate concern about ALL aspects 
of the industry, eg: it’s secrecy, the proprietory chemical compounds and their effects on 
ecosystems, risks, and it’s unfair ‘right’ to encroach.

The regulators need to regulate for the benefit of ALL stakeholders in the community and the 
environment, not only proponents who have full Departmental support. I note that in an answer 
to Brent Watson you state that the DMP is our lead agency in these matters. As I have no reason 
to doubt you word on this, could you please confirm what grants and practical assistance can the 
DMP offer us community groups on the same scale as the DMP gives to industry, so that we can 
have equal voice and influence to protect our communities’ health, landscapes, established 
trajectories, amenity, and water and food security? 

I’ll be forwarding the contents of this mail, plus the other briefing papers that I’ll send you later, 
to DEC, EPA, Tony Burke’s office, ministers who have already taken an interest in the issues that 
this evidence raises, tourist organisations, media, and other stakeholders. 
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I am asking you to please convey my request on behalf of concerned locals and other involved 
conservation groups, to Minister Moore, to urgently exercise all available means to have the 
ponds at Arrowsmith and Warro pumped out and the contaminated sand removed for proper 
disposal. The locals near Arrowsmith2 are understandably apoplectic with fear. They are reporting 
that the level in the flowback pond appears to be lowering, indicating that the effluent is entering 
the aquifer. I’m also requesting a stop work on all the Perth Basin gas prospects until we know 
more about what’s going on.

I hope to provide you with more information and background later this afternoon, or early next 
week. 

Thank you for your attention.

Yours Sincerely

Rob Alder 

On 12/8/11 12:03 PM, "  > wrote:

You need to get this story to the west also I reckon, if not the Australian.

On 12/08/2011, at 12:25 PM,  wrote:

Was blind copied to 7.30 report, West, Times, Mail, EPA, DEC, Barnett, Moore, all relevant 
ministers, tourism....37 total

How does the letter read to a fresh eye? 

Subject: Re: First North Perth Basin gas well fracked without community knowledge or EPA 
assessment.

Reads very very well mate. well done, I know how long it takes to draft and research a letter like 
that. Ur a good man 

Kindest Regards



From: 
Date: Wed, 13 Jul 2011 10:37:49 +0800
To: "'No COAL!ition, Margaret River'"  

 WA groundwater at risk by gas fracking <file:///minerals-and-resources/minerals-and-resources/wa-
groundwater-at-risk-by-lawless-gas-fracking.html> 
Written by Narelle Towie Monday, 04 July 2011 14:00 
A LACK of legislation which would force mining companies to carry out stress surveys before fracking in WA is 
putting groundwater resources at risk, according to a leading petroleum researcher. 

<< OLE Object: Picture (Metafile) >> 
“Constituents of fracking fluids are often considered ‘trade secrets’ and not revealed. Even regulators are left in the dark,” 
—Dr Lloyd-Smith. Image: iStock 

Fracking or hydrofracking, is a controversial mining technique which involves blasting water, sand and chemicals into the 
ground at high pressure to increase the extraction rates and recovery of trapped pockets of gas (or oil).

The process has been banned or suspended in France and parts of the US, UK, Canada and South Africa after it was linked 
to falling water tables, groundwater pollution and local seismic events.

In WA, licences have been issued across the state for the exploration, and in some cases extraction, of “unconventional 
gas”. These are methane deposits in coal seams, tight sand or shale rock formations—which involves fracking to extract.

Curtin Head of Petroleum Engineering and Geophysicist Brian Evans says the problem in WA is companies are not forced 
to study the stress fields in rock before they fracture.

Tectonic forces deform rock and create stress fields. The WA landscape has high horizontal stress fields, which change 
direction with depth as the Perth Basin moves towards the west side of the Darling Fault and the Yilgarn craton shifts north-
east on the east side. 

“There is no legislation saying that companies have to do these stress field analyses,” Prof Evans says. “That is the 
problem.”

“There is a concern in WA because the Yarragadee water supply is the long-term fresh drinking water supply for WA. The 
Yarragadee aquifer overlies these shales, which might produce gas.”

“If the geologist onsite has not done a study on the problems associated with the earth stress field, it might be that the 
fracture goes vertical [into aquifer water] instead of horizontal which he would prefer to have,” he says.

Environment Minister Bill Marmion says WA’s major drinking water sources throughout the state are protected under a 
system of proclaimed water reserves.

But he said he was aware of problems caused by fracking in Queensland and the US and was monitoring developments 
there. 
Prof Evans said the problems with fracking in the US and Queensland occurred because companies did not properly 
evaluate stress fields in those areas.

“They assumed that the overburden stress was greater than the horizontal stress,” Prof Evans said. 
“What’s happened in that case is when the horizontal stress gets to a certain level it can cause the fractures to go vertically 
or horizontally depending on the stress direction.

“If the facture goes [vertical] you will then have contaminants entering into groundwater. 
WA’s first tight gasfield went online last year and test drilling by Westralian Gas and Power for coal seam gas has begun at 
its Kaloorup Road site near Busselton.

Buru Energy is fracking for shale gas in the Canning Basin and Latent Petroleum and Alcoa are exploring the Warro tight 
gas fields, which run under Watheroo National Park, 187km north of Perth.
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In January, the Conservation Council of WA called for coal seam gas exploration and development to be suspended across 
the state.

Meanwhile, investigations by environmental lobby group National Toxics Network (NTN) has found that out of 23 fracking 
chemicals used in Australia only two had been tested by the Government’s chemical regulation authority National Industrial 
Chemicals Notification and Assessment group.

“The two that were assessed, have never been assessed for use as fracking chemicals,” said lead author of the report,” NTN 
spokeswoman Dr Mariann Lloyd Smith said.

“Constituents of fracking fluids are often considered ‘trade secrets’ and not revealed. Even regulators are left in the dark,” 
Dr Lloyd-Smith said.

“Despite industry claims that fracking chemicals are ‘only used in small quantities’ and are all ‘food grade chemicals used 
in household chemicals’, NTN has discovered that hazardous chemicals such as ethylene glycol, formamide, naphthalene, 
nonylphenol ethoxylates and sodium persulfate are commonly used in fracking mixtures significant potential to cause 
damage to the environment and human health.”

From: 
Date: Sun, 14 Aug 2011 07:43:49 +0800
To: 

HI Rob

Fracking crew started moving in on Sat.
 
Best regards 
 
 
         
         
         
    
 
   

              
From: 
Date: Sun, 14 Aug 2011 14:35:39 +0800
To: 
Cc: 
Conversation: Rob Alder Pics from Eneabba
Subject: Rob Alder Pics from Eneabba

Hi , apols for not getting these to to sooner...mac breakdown torpedoed plans last week 
after Dane told me that they may be useful for your piece on shale gas in the Mid West....

I’ve copied the letter that I wrote to Bob Stevens at Minister Moore’s office through to Mark 
Bennett at 7.30 Report WA. Is there anything that you can do to help us get the 7.30 Report 
cameras up there asap? Any pressure that can be brought to bear get the flowback pits pumped 
out and disposed of properly, not let leach into the Yarragadee Aquifer. I knoow that in the past 
flowback and waste  pits have been buldozed over or filled in.

There are now signs ‘prohibiting access’ to a nature reserve that a gas contractor is trashing. I 
was told yesterday that there’s a new pond being dug at Arrowsmith2. I believe that f racking is 
planned for either this week or next.



Could you please send me the link when your article is posted? Thanks.

Rob Alder

From: 
Date: Mon, 15 Aug 2011 17:40:19 +0800
To: "
Conversation: Rob Alder more Pics from Eneabba
Subject: RE: Rob Alder more Pics from Eneabba

Thanks , i will talk to you tomorrow. Also we are gathering down in gracetown on wednesday, 
for a story on the one year anniversary and the plaque that is there now. Can we talk to you also, 
one year on? you were a big part. Talk to you tomorrow. G

From: 
Subject: FW: Rob Alder more Pics from Eneabba
Date: 15th August 2011
Time: 12:43:54 pm

Hi , more pics from Arrowsmith2 site at Eneabba taken last week. 

Rob Alder

West Australian Newspapers Group

On 15/8/11 1:44 PM, "No COAL!ition, Margaret River" < > 
wrote:

Now it’s all silly. See link.  
 
Everyone realises mining is out of control.  Everyone realises farms are precious.  Everyone 
realises water is vital and there for everyone – mining wealth notwithstanding; but no-one seems 
to know how to say so.  
 
And politicians are dead scared of agreeing with one another. 
 
Let’s help.  There has to be some leadership on planning.  Yes, Mining has a role to play – but it is 
not the only thing in the world.  Mining is presently supported by law that trumps every other 
law  ( have a look at Section 120 of the Mining Act if you don’t believe me) – all that has to be 
done is to give balance to law – balance water, farms, regions, beauty, treasures and the freehold 
entitlements and the superannuation of others in the Community – and decide what you would 
like to still exist after the mining boom – which presently says that mining can happen simply 
anywhere it likes, EPA permitting. 
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http://www.news.com.au/national/tony-abbott-steps-back-from-farmers-mining-fight/story-
e6frfkvr-1226115119889

On 15/9/11 5:04 PM, "

Dear Mr Alder,
 
At Minister Moore’s request the Department of Mines and Petroleum (DMP) has investigated and 
provided a report to him about the issues you have raised in your email below. The Minister has 
asked me to respond to you on his behalf.
 
Given the sheer number, complexity and technical nature of these issues, I will not attempt in this 
email to provide detailed and lengthy responses to every specific matter you have identified. 
Rather, I will provide a brief dot point summary of the information sent to this office by DMP, as 
follows:- 
 
·        The issues you raise have either been effectively addressed by the companies at DMP’s 
direction (eg, the empty QUIK MUD drums have been removed and the safety mesh fence has 
been repaired) or investigated and found by DMP to be of no significant concern despite what 
may appear to the layman to be evidence of an imminent danger to the underlying aquifer (as 
explained below);  

·        The various on-site “ponds” are not unlined, they are in fact lined with bentonite clay which 
is impenetrable to water and is effective in preventing the liquids in these ponds from seeping 
into groundwater;

·         DMP has confirmed that the operators of the three petroleum projects mentioned in your 
email are complying with all legislative requirements and work commitments. DMP is satisfied 
that these operators have not breached any approval conditions, and that they are only carrying 
out works that have been previously approved by DMP – including the clearing of some native 
vegetation after they were granted a clearing permit issued under the provisions of the 
Environmental Protection Act 1986; 

·        The proposed fraccing of the Arrowsmith 2 and Woodada wells has been carefully considered 
by the EPA which has determined that these proposals do not warrant formal assessment due to 
their small scale and low likelihood of significant environmental impact. DMP believes that these 
activities are, and will continue to be, satisfactorily regulated under existing approval regimes;

·        DMP undertakes regular site audits and inspections of petroleum activities to check for 
compliance against the proponent’s commitments and legislative obligations. DMP will be 
undertaking site inspections of the Arrowsmith 2, Warro 4 and Woodada Deep 1 wellsite areas 
next week between 19 to 23 September 2011 to confirm that the operators are complying with 
their Environmental Management Plans and other statutory requirements NB: I am informed that 
Northwest (Arrowsmith 2) has placed its Environmental Management Plan for this well on its 
company website for any interested party to access;

·        Further, over the next two months Inspectors from DMP’s Environment and Safety and 
Resources Branches will be undertaking comprehensive on-site audits of these three operations, 
once activities commence at these sites. Follow-up audits will also occur in 2012, once the 
activities have been completed and rehabilitation of the disturbed land has been undertaken;

·        Regarding all petroleum operators anywhere in Western Australia, DMP requires them to 
clearly demonstrate the integrity of their proposed activities prior to them commencing, so as to 
minimise any chance of contamination of surface or groundwater resources. In this context I 
would emphasise that WA’s known reserves of tight and shale gas are at depths of at least 2000 
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to 3000 metres, far below any aquifers and very different from the much shallower coal seam gas 
operations in Queensland. Also, WA is not very prospective for coal seam gas;

·        You have enquired as to what grants and practical assistance DMP could give to the public 
on the same scale as DMP gives to industry. I presume that by assistance to industry you are 
referring to the Exploration Incentive Scheme or the proposed rig mobilisation initiative, both of 
which are narrowly focussed, specifically funded and clearly fall within DMP’s scope of activities. 
While DMP is always happy to provide appropriate advice (practical assistance?) on matters falling 
within its province to any community groups which request it, I don’t believe that DMP would be 
in a position to become involved in assisting groups to “protect our communities’ health, 
landscapes, established trajectories, amenity, and water and food security” that you refer to. I 
believe that certain other Government agencies would be much better placed to address these 
kind of issues, and I am informed that Government does in fact provide support to some non-
government organisations such as the Conservation Council.   

In view of the foregoing, DMP sees no need for the ponds at Arrowsmith and Warro to now be 
pumped out and the “contaminated sand” removed for proper disposal. Similarly, DMP sees no 
need to order a stop work on all Perth Basin gas projects.
 
For the sake of your convenience and to ensure that you receive a more timely response, I would 
strongly suggest that you direct any future enquiries or complaints of a similar nature directly to 

, Executive Director of DMP’s Petroleum Division (phone 9222 3291 or email 
, who would be happy to either discuss the matters with you or 

provide his response in writing.
 
Regards,

 
PRINCIPAL POLICY ADVISOR to the
MINISTER FOR MINES AND PETROLEUM

From: 
Date: Mon, 15 Aug 2011 15:55:01 +0800
To: 
Conversation: North Perth Basin gas well fracked without community knowledge or EPA 
assessment.
Subject: FW: North Perth Basin gas well fracked without community knowledge or EPA 
assessment.

Hi ...red rig in the green field is Halliburton at Warro

Rob
On 16/8/11 6:47 AM, "Kathryn Diss" < > wrote:

Hi Rob, 
 
I understand that your saying extraction has begun but unfortunately I can’t report it until it’s 
verified – so I’d love too, but can’t. 
 
So sorry – hope you keep in contact with  
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From: <
Sent: Tuesday, 16 August 2011 12:51 AM
To: 
Subject: Re: North Perth Basin gas well fracked without community knowledge or EPA 
assessment.

Thanks , good write up. I’m told by locals that a new pond has been excavated at 
Arrowsmith, and the fracking rig is being assembled at the site since Saturday.

Rob

On 15/8/11 5:55 PM, "  wrote:
Hi Rob – feature online now - http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-08-15/fracking-wa-feature/
2840288
 
If you wana have a look. 
 
Cheers. 
 

 

From: < >
Date: Tue, 16 Aug 2011 10:32:19 +0800
To:  >
Cc: "No COAL!ition, Margaret River"  

 
 

 

Conversation: North Perth Basin gas well fracked without community knowledge or EPA 
assessment.
Subject: Re: North Perth Basin gas well fracked without community knowledge or EPA 
assessment.

Hi , am confused by your last mail. I’ve not said anything about extraction. However I 
believe it to be the case that one of the most relevant points in the entire discussion about 
process, permissions, waivers and special dispensations from environmental regulations or 
assessments, is that up until the moment that the gas flows for transport (rather than flaring off 
as part of the well pressure and flow-rate test), all works is considered ‘exploration’, thus 
effectively dodging effective assessment, regulation and inspection. 

I wrote in my previous mail that the fracking rig, all that equipment that is in the photo 
accompanying your article, is apparently being moved onto the site that the toxic holding pond is 
on (Arrowsmith2). I’m told that movements started Saturday, and I believe that it takes about 4 
days to set up before the fracking starts. 

Could you please educate me on why your headline is factually incorrect, stating that fracking is 
planned, when in fact it’s already happening? Surely that one of the main issues is that it HAS 
already started unassessed, and locals and Shire were not informed of what is being imposed on 
their community, local environment (of global significance) and aquifer?. Apparently Warro and 
Senecio are done, and the rigs are apparently assembling on Arrowsmith2, and possibly 
Woodada. And no mention of the pond draining down into the Yarragadee, or pics of the muck in 
the pond? Surely this is what makes the story compellingly urgent?

Below is copy of email between a concerned local and DEC Geraldton. You’ll note that Michael 
Gantrell states that “ The bentonite forms an effective clay layer which makes the pond CLOSE to 
impermeable.” (my emphasis). An environmental officer in the DMP Perth also told Dane Griffen 
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that “ Bentonite SHOULD seal the bottom of the pond”  (my emphasis). I don’t think that’s 
acceptable in a sand plain, directly above an aquifer, especially as it’s described by Micheal 
Gantrell as “an evaporation pond”.  At this time of year, given that downpours can deliver up to 
50mm in a matter of days, and that the entire pad hectare of compacted gravel (minimum 
absorbtion) is draining off into the pond, the locals that I’ve spoke with are more concerned about 
the pond overflowing, with the Arrowsmith River (that feeds the Yarragadee Aquifer) 
approximately 250m away. 

I’ve written to  requesting any info that she has on QUIK MUD.

Best Regards

Rob Alder

COPY OF MAIL FROM DEC

From:  
Sent: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 3:41 PM
To:  
Cc:  
Subject: RE: rig sight
 
Hi 
 
Thanks for the photos.
 
I spoke to the site manager from the operating company. They said:
- 1 evaporation pond contains water based fluids (WBF). WBF contains water, a polymer, some salt and 
bentonite. The bentonite forms an effective clay layer which makes the pond close to impermeable.
- The HDPE lined pond contains bore water only.
- Drums on site are empty according to the site manager. 
- Ponds are fenced according to the site manager.
 
All approvals (safety, environment and clearing) for these operations were provided by DMP (  from 
DMP Petroleum Environment Branch approved the Environmental Management Plan). The company had a 
clearing permit from DMP.
 
If you wish to pursue this matter please contact  at DMP directly.
 
Regards
 

Environmental Officer
Industry Regulation
Midwest Region
Department of Environment and Conservation

From: <r >
Sent: Tuesday, 16 August 2011 2:49 PM
To: 
Cc: Keiran  

 

Subject: Fracking North Perth Basin - letter to Michael Gartrell DEC

To: , Environmental Officer, Industry Regulation, Midwest Region, Department of 
Environment and Conservation

27 | P a g e



Dear Mr ,

I’ve been forwarded an email (copied below) from , one of the Eneabba locals who are 
deeply concerned about what’s going on at the Arrowsmith2 site. I was at the site 10 days ago 
and took the attached photos. I too am deeply concerned at what’s going on not just at 
Arrowsmith2, but in ALL the North Perth Basin sites, including Woodada, and Warro. I’ve copied 
an email (below) that I wrote to Bob Stevens, Minister Moore’s Principle Policy Advisor, requesting 
that the waste pond at Arrowsmith2 be pumped out urgently and the contaminated sand in the 
bottom of the pond disposed of responsibly in an appropriate facility. BEFORE it drains down into 
the Yarragadee Aquifer.

I note that in your email to Mr  you state that “The bentonite forms an effective clay layer 
which makes the pond CLOSE to impermeable.” (my emphasis). An environmental officer in the 
DMP Perth also told Dane Griffen (Wilderness Society) that “ Bentonite SHOULD seal the bottom 
of the pond” (my emphasis). I don’t think that’s acceptable in a sand plain, directly above an 
aquifer, especially as it’s described by yourself as “an evaporation pond”.  At this time of year, 
given that downpours can deliver up to 50mm in a matter of days, and that the entire pad 
hectare of compacted gravel (minimum absorbtion) is draining off into the pond, the locals that 
I’ve spoke with are more concerned about the pond overflowing, with the Arrowsmith River (that 
feeds the Yarragadee Aquifer) approximately 250m away. That not withstanding, my principle 
concern is firstly the leaching of effluent from the flowback pond into the North Yarragadee 
Aquifer.

I believe  has already sent you photos of the Arrowsmith2 site, and I’m surprised that 
your office has apparently not seen fit to send someone out to witness the degradation to rare 
bush in Crown Land, and the extant risk to a vital aquifer, choosing instead to be the delivery 
mechanism of the proponent’s description. Could you please explain to me exactly what evidence 
a member of the public would need to present your department with to result in a site inspection? 
Am I showing my ignorance in assuming that the Department of Environment and Conservation 
would be principally tasked to care for and conserve the environment? 

Could you please educate me on exactly what, if any, power DEC has to inspect and regulate 
what appears to be an utterly callous abuse of ancient bushland (and at Woodada a nature 
reserve) and an aquifer, by a secretive and quasi clandestine industrial process? Neither locals nor 
Shire were informed of what is being imposed on their community, local environment (of global 
significance) and aquifer. Apparently Warro and Senecio are already fracked, and the rigs are 
apparently assembling on Arrowsmith2, and possibly Woodada, to start fracking this week.

Are there no protections available for the bushland that the Arrowsmith2 wellsite is located in?

To shine some light on this extraordinary (or is it?) indifference to the health of the region, it’s 
inhabitants and it’s environs, could you please provide me with more details of the proportions of 
the substances that the operating company claim are in the effluent pond (“..a polymer, some 
salt, bentonite...”,  AND ANYTHING ELSE that is not yet declared or stated). And could you please 
confirm whether the new pond that has apparently just been dug at Arrowsmith2 is for waste 
water produced by the fracking process, and if so can you confirm that it will be lined? 

Also, could you please: 
1/ inform me who the operating company currently is, and if different, could you please inform 
me who carried out the drilling operation at Arrowsmith2
2/ inform me  who set up and filled the flowback pond with the effluent that’s in it now?
3/ inform me which company is actually responsible for the pond, it’s contents, and its disposal 
NOW.
4/ provide me with information from the company declaring whether their ‘method of disposal’ of 
their flowback effluent is within their license and operating conditions, and provide me with a 
copy of their conditions. 



5/ provide me with information from the company declaring 1/ how long they intend the waste to 
stand there, and 2/ what the ultimate plan for it’s disposal is. 

And could you please confirm there’s anything in their conditions, or other regulations, that: 
1/ refers to a time limit for the waste to stand in a pond.
2/ requires any company or individual to have carried out any subsurface water quality base data 
collection at any time before the well was drilled.
3/ requires the company to test for leaching at any time, and if so, what exactly are the 
parameters and conditions for such tests.
4/ 2/ requires any company or individual to carry out any subsurface water quality data collection 
at any time after the well was drilled, and if so, when. And if so, what exactly are the parameters 
and conditions for such tests.

I understand from locals that a fracking rig is apparently being moved from the Warro site (where 
there are other unlined the toxic holding ponds) onto the site of the toxic holding pond at 
Arrowsmith2. I’m told that movements started Saturday, and I believe that it takes about 4 days 
to set up before the fracking starts. 

Who, or which agency, is monitoring and inspecting their operation please, and is there anything 
that can be done, or any legislation that can be invoked to put a stop on the fracking process until 
adequate science is known about the effects and risks to the subsurface formations and 
groundwater? And that appropriate arrangements have been made to dispose of the toxic, and 
possibly radioactive, fracking fluids offsite, according to the requirements of industry BEST 
practice.

Could you please provide me with a contact address for Owen Wilson at DMP Petroleum 
Environment Branch? 

Thank you in advance for your assistance

Yours sincerely

Rob Alder

COPYMAIL TO CONCERNED LOCAL

Hi 

Thanks for the photos.

I spoke to the site manager from the operating company. They said:
- 1 evaporation pond contains water based fluids (WBF). WBF contains water, a polymer, some 
salt and bentonite. The bentonite forms an effective clay layer which makes the pond close to 
impermeable.
- The HDPE lined pond contains bore water only.
- Drums on site are empty according to the site manager. 
- Ponds are fenced according to the site manager.

All approvals (safety, environment and clearing) for these operations were provided by DMP 
(Owen Wilson from DMP Petroleum Environment Branch approved the Environmental 
Management Plan). The company had a clearing permit from DMP.

If you wish to pursue this matter please contact  at DMP directly.

Regards
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Environmental Officer
Industry Regulation
Midwest Region
Department of Environment and Conservation
Ph 9964 0931
Fx 9964 0948

Rob

On 16/8/11 2:53 PM, "  wrote:
Thanks Rob,
I forwarded this on to our Mid-West reporter who’s been covering the story.
Hope all is well, & environmental.

 

From: Rob Alder/No Oil For SW Beaches < >
Date: Tue, 16 Aug 2011 01:42:00 +0800
To: <g
Conversation: briefing doc on North Perth Basin gas
Subject: briefing doc on North Perth Basin gas

Hi , here are some contacts of locals and Departments. I’ve also attached a briefing paper 
and some notes that may be good for leads, written last week by myself and  a 
Research Officer at Wilderness Society.  (TWS) is looking after  file whilst 
he’s away.

Apols that I couldn’t send it to you earlier today....

Rob Alder

 is the area’s expert on flora and vegetation in the Wildflower Belt.

        
         
         
     
 
   

 is a caver, knows the area (and subsurface formations)
 

 

I believe  is also a councillor (Carnamah Shire?) 

Rob Alder
Convenor
NO OIL for SW BEACHES



follow our campaigns on facebook 
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/pages/NO-OIL-for-SW-BEACHES/105894246123226

Our website: www.nooilforswbeaches.org.au

Margaret River WA 6285

SOUTH WEST AUSTRALIA: too treasured to undermine, hole or kill with coal, trash with 
gas or spoil with oil.

From: 
Date: Tue, 16 Aug 2011 14:48:56 +0800
To: 
Cc:  

 

 
 

 
 

 

Conversation: Fracking North Perth Basin - letter to  DEC
Subject: Fracking North Perth Basin - letter to  DEC

To: , Environmental Officer, Industry Regulation, Midwest Region, Department of Environment 
and Conservation

Dear 

I’ve been forwarded an email (copied below) from , one of the Eneabba locals who are 
deeply concerned about what’s going on at the Arrowsmith2 site. I was at the site 10 days ago 
and took the attached photos. I too am deeply concerned at what’s going on not just at 
Arrowsmith2, but in ALL the North Perth Basin sites, including Woodada, and Warro. I’ve copied 
an email (below) that I wrote to , Minister Moore’s Principle Policy Advisor, requesting 
that the waste pond at Arrowsmith2 be pumped out urgently and the contaminated sand in the 
bottom of the pond disposed of responsibly in an appropriate facility. BEFORE it drains down into 
the Yarragadee Aquifer.

I note that in your email to  you state that “The bentonite forms an effective clay layer which 
makes the pond CLOSE to impermeable.” (my emphasis). An environmental officer in the DMP Perth 
also told Dane Griffen (Wilderness Society) that “ Bentonite SHOULD seal the bottom of the 
pond” (my emphasis). I don’t think that’s acceptable in a sand plain, directly above an aquifer, 
especially as it’s described by yourself as “an evaporation pond”.  At this time of year, given that 
downpours can deliver up to 50mm in a matter of days, and that the entire pad hectare of 
compacted gravel (minimum absorbtion) is draining off into the pond, the locals that I’ve spoke 
with are more concerned about the pond overflowing, with the Arrowsmith River (that feeds the 
Yarragadee Aquifer) approximately 250m away. That not withstanding, my principle concern is 
firstly the leaching of effluent from the flowback pond into the North Yarragadee Aquifer.

I believe Ray Woods has already sent you photos of the Arrowsmith2 site, and I’m surprised that 
your office has apparently not seen fit to send someone out to witness the degradation to rare 
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bush in Crown Land, and the extant risk to a vital aquifer, choosing instead to be the delivery 
mechanism of the proponent’s description. Could you please explain to me exactly what evidence 
a member of the public would need to present your department with to result in a site inspection? 
Am I showing my ignorance in assuming that the Department of Environment and Conservation 
would be principally tasked to care for and conserve the environment? 

Could you please educate me on exactly what, if any, power DEC has to inspect and regulate 
what appears to be an utterly callous abuse of ancient bushland (and at Woodada a nature 
reserve) and an aquifer, by a secretive and quasi clandestine industrial process? Neither locals nor 
Shire were informed of what is being imposed on their community, local environment (of global 
significance) and aquifer. Apparently Warro and Senecio are already fracked, and the rigs are 
apparently assembling on Arrowsmith2, and possibly Woodada, to start fracking this week.

Are there no protections available for the bushland that the Arrowsmith2 wellsite is located in?

To shine some light on this extraordinary (or is it?) indifference to the health of the region, it’s 
inhabitants and it’s environs, could you please provide me with more details of the proportions of 
the substances that the operating company claim are in the effluent pond (“..a polymer, some salt, 
bentonite...”,  AND ANYTHING ELSE that is not yet declared or stated). And could you please confirm whether 
the new pond that has apparently just been dug at Arrowsmith2 is for waste water produced by the fracking 
process, and if so can you confirm that it will be lined? 

Also, could you please: 
1/ inform me who the operating company currently is, and if different, could you please inform me who carried 
out the drilling operation at Arrowsmith2
2/ inform me  who set up and filled the flowback pond with the effluent that’s in it now?
3/ inform me which company is actually responsible for the pond, it’s contents, and its disposal NOW.
4/ provide me with information from the company declaring whether their ‘method of disposal’ of their flowback 
effluent is within their license and operating conditions, and provide me with a copy of their conditions. 
5/ provide me with information from the company declaring 1/ how long they intend the waste to stand there, 
and 2/ what the ultimate plan for it’s disposal is. 

And could you please confirm there’s anything in their conditions, or other regulations, that: 
1/ refers to a time limit for the waste to stand in a pond.
2/ requires any company or individual to have carried out any subsurface water quality base data collection at 
any time before the well was drilled.
3/ requires the company to test for leaching at any time, and if so, what exactly are the parameters and 
conditions for such tests.
4/ 2/ requires any company or individual to carry out any subsurface water quality data collection at any time 
after the well was drilled, and if so, when. And if so, what exactly are the parameters and conditions for such 
tests.

I understand from locals that a fracking rig is apparently being moved from the Warro site (where 
there are other unlined the toxic holding ponds) onto the site of the toxic holding pond at 
Arrowsmith2. I’m told that movements started Saturday, and I believe that it takes about 4 days 
to set up before the fracking starts. 

Who, or which agency, is monitoring and inspecting their operation please, and is there anything 
that can be done, or any legislation that can be invoked to put a stop on the fracking process until 
adequate science is known about the effects and risks to the subsurface formations and 
groundwater? And that appropriate arrangements have been made to dispose of the toxic, and 
possibly radioactive, fracking fluids offsite, according to the requirements of industry BEST 
practice.

Could you please provide me with a contact address for Owen Wilson at DMP Petroleum Environment 
Branch? 

Thank you in advance for your assistance

Yours sincerely



Rob Alder

COPYMAIL TO CONCERNED LOCAL

Hi 
 
Thanks for the photos.
 
I spoke to the site manager from the operating company. They said:
- 1 evaporation pond contains water based fluids (WBF). WBF contains water, a polymer, some salt and 
bentonite. The bentonite forms an effective clay layer which makes the pond close to impermeable.
- The HDPE lined pond contains bore water only.
- Drums on site are empty according to the site manager. 
- Ponds are fenced according to the site manager.
 
All approvals (safety, environment and clearing) for these operations were provided by DMP  from 
DMP Petroleum Environment Branch approved the Environmental Management Plan). The company had a 
clearing permit from DMP.
 
If you wish to pursue this matter please contact  at DMP directly.
 
Regards
 

Environmental Officer
Industry Regulation
Midwest Region
Department of Environment and Conservation

COPYMAIL TO MINISTER MOORE’S OFFICE:

To , Principle Policy Advisor to Minister of Mines, 

Dear , 

Thank you for your invitation to provide you with evidence of what appears to be extensive 
contamination of the Arrowsmith2 well site on Unallocated Crown Land near Eneabba.  I’ve 
attached photos that were taken on the site last week. Also attached are aerial shots of the Warro 
fracking operation next to the Watheroo National Park. It appears that there are also unlined 
flowback dams for the fracking operation on that site too. 

The locations in question are in the iconic Western Australian ‘wildflower belt’, and above the 
North Yarragadee Aquifer. You’ll see from the aerial shots that the Arrowsmith2 and Woodada 
sites are very close to wet mounds, standing water, and lakes, and that the Arrowsmith2 site is 
approximately 250m from the Arrowsmith River which turns north just west of the site, then I’m 
told disappears underground some 5km away, presumably feeding the Yarragadee Aquifer.  I 
understand that Minister for Environment Marmion has mentioned that this aquifer may be 
considered as a source of water for Perth in the future.

The Mid West’s Kwongan Heathland is one of the most florally diverse parts of the planet. It’s a 
remaining eco-system from Gondwana which has not been glaciated for approximately 250 
million years, providing a unique window into the evolution of plants. It has been internationally 
recognised as one of the few remaining bio-diversity hotspots on earth. The only other area on 
the planet that has as much flora is found in South Africa, where there’s a complete moratorium 
on petroleum exploration due to the natural values of the landscape.
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As well as the many pads cleared in heathland (approximately one hectare each plus access 
roads), near Badgingarra the Watheroo Nation Park has been extensively cleared for a gas 
company to carry out 3D seismic exploration.

My first concern at the moment is what appears to be chemical contamination on the drill pad at 
at Arrowsmith2 near Eneabba, and a large flowback pond approximately 20m x 20m. Depth is not 
possible to determine, but follows design characteristics (size, bunding walls, wall angle) that I 
witnessed on other empty pits (on and off site) indicating that it was 3-4 meters deep. In the 
pond there were patches totalling approximately 2 square meters of floating material that had the 
appearance and texture of light solid foam. The water is turbid, and has an utterly foul chemical 
stench. The morning after two of my visits to the site I experienced extreme headaches. 

There were twelve empty drums of a Halliburton product QUIK MUD. The label (see attached 
photograph) describes it as a Shale and Clay Stabilizer/Viscosifier. Caution indicators include: May 
cause eye, skin and respiratory irritation, headaches, dizziness and other central nervous system 
effects, and harmful if swallowed. It also bears the statement that “QUIK MUD is designed for 
Industrial Use Only. My own opinion is that Nature Reserves and fragile Unallocated Crown Land 
are not good places to conduct what is effectively unregulated  ‘Industrial Use’ of industrial 
chemicals with none of the constraints that one would expect in a closed environment like, for 
example, a factory.

I’m only an ordinary citizen, but a sand plain some 9-15m above the North Yarragadee Aquifer, in 
a fragile ecosystem, with no external controls other than a sand bunded leach pond does not 
strike me as being an appropriate location for disposal of this co-polymer chemical compound. 
Indeed, it seems to me that the purpose of such a pit is to avoid the expensive requirement to 
transport the effluent to a safe and appropriate disposal site.

At Arrowsmith2 the safety mesh was missing on one and a half walls on the flowback pit. At 
Woodada there is extensive dieback.  The tyre and vehicle sterilisation pad there is designed so 
poorly that sterilised vehicles have no option but to cross their original and possibly infected tyre-
tracks after they’ve disinfected. Who is actually regulating and inspecting this industry?

There is much more to describe, but I’m still researching some points that I need clarification on 
so as to improve my knowledge and accuracy. I’ll be sending that to you under separate cover, as 
soon as possible. Again I repeat that I’m no expert, just an ordinary citizen who is becoming 
aware that similar procedures for similar targets are being planned for my region, so my 
apologies in advance if my terminology or observations are off-mark. As a student of the subject, 
and someone who may also be directly affected later, I’m deeply concerned. 

If what’s going on in the North Perth Basin is standard industry procedure then it’s my opinion 
that the industry needs to seriously improve it’s procedures. If it’s industry delinquency then the 
industry needs to accept the fact that they can no longer treat our Unallocated Crown Land, 
Nature Reserves, National Parks, agricultural land and aquifers with such callous disregard for the 
consequences of their business on our environment and communities. 

There are many people in many communities in many states in many countries who are onto this 
issue now. To borrow a phrase from a friend, I simply wish to shine light and breathe oxygen onto 
this potentially catastrophic industrialisation of our rural heritage, where the precautionary 
principle appears to have been slaughtered on the alter of short-term gain. 

I understand the concepts of ‘energy security’, and ‘strategic national interest’, but I know that I 
am not alone in being profoundly concerned that our governments, both Liberal and Labor, are 
embarked on a rush to expand the gas industry with such indecent haste that the possible 
consequences are being wilfully ignored. They are promoting an industry which is deeply 
secretive, to the point where our protective agencies such as the EPA are unable to assess 
referrals, because the industry is not forthcoming with enough information on projects for them 
to be assessed. I assert that the licensing and supervision process is ‘broken and sick’. 



The EPA needs to be given the authority to assess these and all other projects, not left mute 
because the data that they need to assess is not forthcoming from the industry. It’s my opinion 
that the DMP needs to better acknowledge the community’s legitimate concern about ALL aspects 
of the industry, eg: it’s secrecy, the proprietory chemical compounds and their effects on 
ecosystems, risks, and it’s unfair ‘right’ to encroach.

The regulators need to regulate for the benefit of ALL stakeholders in the community and the 
environment, not only proponents who have full Departmental support. I note that in an answer 
to Brent Watson you state that the DMP is our lead agency in these matters. As I hve no reason 
to doubt you word on this, could you please confirm what grants and practical assistance can the 
DMP offer us community groups on the same scale as the DMP gives to industry, so that we can 
have equal voice and influence to protect our communities’ health, landscapes, established 
trajectories, amenity, and water and food security? 

I’ll be forwarding the contents of this mail, plus the other briefing papers that I’ll send you later, 
to DEC, EPA, Tony Burke’s office, ministers who have already taken an interest in the issues that 
this evidence raises, tourist organisations, media, and other stakeholders. 

I am asking you to please convey my request on behalf of concerned locals and other involved 
conservation groups, to Minister Moore, to urgently exercise all available means to have the 
ponds at Arrowsmith and Warro pumped out and the contaminated sand removed for proper 
disposal. The locals near Arrowsmith2 are understandably apoplectic with fear. They are reporting 
that the level in the flowback pond appears to be lowering, indicating that the effluent is entering 
the aquifer. I’m also requesting a stop work on all the Perth Basin gas prospects until we know 
more about what’s going on.

I hope to provide you with more information and background later this afternoon, or early next 
week. 

Thank you for your attention.

Yours Sincerely

Rob Alder 

From: "
Date: Tue, 16 Aug 2011 15:54:28 +0800
To: 
Cc: 

 DEC
Subject: RE: Fracking North Perth Basin - letter to Michael Gartrell DEC

Hi 
 
As  from DMP is the responsible officer for approving the EMP for the operation please contact him 
directly to answer the questions in your email below.
 
Regards
 

Environmental Officer
Industry Regulation
Midwest Region
Department of Environment and Conservation
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From: >
Sent: Wednesday, 17 August 2011 8:01 AM
To: 
Subject: Re: Fracking North Perth Basin - letter to  DEC

Thanks . More mental than environmental!

Could you please tell me who you’ve forwarded it to? I’ve been in communication with  

Best regards

From: 
Date: Wed, 17 Aug 2011 10:05:35 +1000
To: 

 - letter to  DEC
Subject: RE: Fracking North Perth Basin - letter to  DEC

Yep, it’s 

From: 
Date: Sat, 20 Aug 2011 14:20:49 +0800
To: "No COAL!ition, Margaret River" <
Subject: Whicher reveals gas plans

Hi 

we got a mention in the Busselton Dunsborough Times again

http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/regional/southwest/a/-/business/10074210/whicher-reveals-gas-plans/
Revealing further details of its tight-gas-drilling plans, chairman   told the Times 
there was the potential to tap into more than 1.5 trillion cubic feet of gas in the Whicher Range, 
making it the first of its type in the South West.  Drilling could take place as soon as next year, 
and feed “critical” energy to the South West in a year, he said.

In an email from Mines and Petroleum Minister Norman Moore’s office to No Coalition, forwarded 
to the Times last week, policy advisor  said 1.2 million litres of diesel was used to 
hydraulically fracture wells at the Whicher Range site in 2004.

However, he said, as there was already petroleum in the “deep-target zone” the additional 
amount was “not considered detrimental” and 48 per cent was recovered and sold to the local 
community.

Jindong landowner and No Coalition campaigner Cath Miller said the risks to groundwater 
appeared fewer with tight gas than coal seam gas.

However, Ms  said members were still concerned about the visual impact of drilling wells 
after seeing images of Eastern States projects, which she said looked like a jigsaw.

Ms Miller said the group were not “hysterical hippies” but felt uninformed on plans, as information 
requests were unanswered.

http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/regional/southwest/a/-/business/10074210/whicher-reveals-gas-plans/
http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/regional/southwest/a/-/business/10074210/whicher-reveals-gas-plans/


The chairman said he still planned to meet councils and “neighbors”, but stopped short of putting 
any objections in the way of his company’s plans.

“It would be much more difficult if we weren’t able to get support from the local community,” he 
said.

On 22 August 2011 14:21, > wrote:

Hi Heidi, pics as requested..more coming...

Rgds

Rob Alder

From: 
Date: Mon, 22 Aug 2011 17:46:08 +0800
To: <
Subject: Re: North Perth pics

thanks very much for those, Rob.

And keep up the good work. You're doing a terrific job.
-- 
Kind regards

 

 

 
Date: Mon, 22 Aug 2011 11:35:40 +0800
To: 
Cc: 
Conversation: First North Perth Basin gas well fracked without community knowledge or EPA 
assessment.
Subject: RE: First North Perth Basin gas well fracked without community knowledge or EPA 
assessment.

Hi Rob,
 
Thanks for your email below and its attached photos. 
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I have been away on a week’s annual leave, and have today asked the Department of Mines and 
Petroleum to investigate your allegations. I expect that this may take at least a fortnight, after 
which you will be informed of the outcome of those investigations.
 
Thanks,

 

From: "
 22 Aug 2011 11:35:40 +0800

To: " >
Cc: 
Conversation: First North Perth Basin gas well fracked without community knowledge or EPA 
assessment.
Subject: RE: First North Perth Basin gas well fracked without community knowledge or EPA 
assessment.

Hi Rob,
 
Thanks for your email below and its attached photos. 
 
I have been away on a week’s annual leave, and have today asked the Department of Mines and 
Petroleum to investigate your allegations. I expect that this may take at least a fortnight, after 
which you will be informed of the outcome of those investigations.
 
Thanks,

From: " >
Date: Tue, 23 Aug 2011 10:51:13 +0800
To: < >
Cc: "  

Conversation: Fracking North Perth Basin
Subject: Fracking North Perth Basin

To , DMP Environmental Officer for Arrowsmith2 site.

Dear , thanks for your call this morning. 

I’m just about to leave for work, so rather than start a new letter I’m going to forward you emails 
(with attachments) already sent to Bob Stevens. I trust this is adequate for you to start a process 
of discovery, and hope that you can devote some time to the issues that the emails raise before 
you go on leave. I’ll copy them in to Bill Tinapple as well. 

Would you please advise me before you leave who will be looking after your desk whilst you’re 
away, and also provide me with the contact details of the Environmental Officer who’s looking 
after Warro and Woodada fields.

Thanks in advance for your attention.

Your Sincerely

Rob Alder



From: "
Date: Tue, 23 Aug 2011 11:21:32 +0800
To: "

 

Conversation: First North Perth Basin gas well fracked without community knowledge or EPA 
assessment.
Subject: Re: First North Perth Basin gas well fracked without community knowledge or EPA 
assessment.

To , Principle Policy Advisor to Minister of Mines, Norman Moore

Thanks for your reply 

I’ve just had a call from  who’s the Environmental Officer on the Arrowsmith2 site, 
and am about to send him copy of the two emails that I’ve already sent you. I’ll also copy  

 in on that and further correspondence.

For your information there was a clip on GWN news on Thursday night, apparently shot at the 
Arrowsmith2 site, that showed very active heavy earthmoving units in the background. I’d just 
like to reiterate my concerns about the contents and contaminated sand bottom and bunding of 
the flowback pond there being properly disposed of before it leaches into the North Yaragadee 
Aquifer. I would hope that it hasn’t been bulldozed or filled in as part of the recent earthmoving 
activity.

Yours sincerely

Rob Alder

On 23/8/11 12:53 PM, "No COAL!ition, Margaret River" 

Rob, that would be really bloody dodgy if they have hidden the evidence.

From: "
Date: Wed, 24 Aug 2011 22:47:59 +0800
To: "No COAL!ition, Margaret River" 
Conversation: New work on North Perth Basin Arrowsmith2 gas well.
Subject: New work on North Perth Basin Arrowsmith2 gas well.

Yes it would, but the whole process is dodgy and uninspected. I put the DMP Environmental 
Officer, Owen Wilson on the spot this morning by asking if anyone from his department had done 
a site inspection. He didn’t give me a straight answer, just replied that I should send him in copy 
of the pics that I’ve already sent  

Here is the best joke I’ve seen for a long time, and my comments for my facebook posting, plus some 
comments from other readers.

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/08/22/halliburton-ceo-drinks-fracking-fluid_n_933621.html

“This should be mandatory for ALL individuals involved in the sacrificing of the precautionary principle on the 
altar of greed. That's EVERYONE involved in fracking, including Government ministers who push and approve 
it, department heads who pander to industry requirements over the health and safety of citizens, water and the 
environment. Not just a sip by an UNDERLING as stunt, but like their kitchen tap and groundwater had this in it 
EVERY SINGLE DRINK...wash with it, bathe in it, drink it. EVERY DAY”
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Reader comment: This is insulting to the intelligen-ce of the people who are forced to put up with drilling in our 
communitie-s whether we like it or not. There is a drilling site 5 minutes from my home. If he comes to the site, 
and takes a drink straight from one of the trucks that I pass everyday, I would be impressed. Anything else is big 
oil showing big arrogance.

And why should we not be excercising even MORE care with the food resources that we have 
when this is becoming a regular event? Maybe we should ask India and China to CHOSE what 
they prefer to have from us in say, 20 years. Or even 5 years...FOOD, or GAS and COAL...cant 
have both...

From Floods to Drought in Southern China
http://www.bloomberg.com/video/74231342/

Cant get over that ad, what a great concept and gritty direction. Love the horses too, just 
beautiful...well done.

Rob

From: "  
Date: 6 September 2011 6:30:57 PM AWST
To:   
Subject: Re: wa fraccers

Are the locals up there in any kind of organised opposition R ?  You might send them that 
info I sent out today about the ACCC info on misleading or deceptive claims.  
 
Obviously I can’t get into it – I am already sick of my thing.  However, they may be able to enrol 
the ACCC?
 
Cheers
'Brent

 
From:   
Sent: Tuesday, September 06, 2011 6:20 PM
To: 
Cc:   
Subject: wa fraccers
 
Oil and gas producer AWE says it has several regulatory hurdles to clear before getting the go-
ahead to "frack" its Perth Basin shale gas assets.

The plan comes amid mounting public concern about the use of fracking and its effect on 
groundwater.

Fracking involves pumping liquids into underground shale seams to fracture the rock and liberate 
the gas.

Western Australia's Environmental Protection Authority advised AWE on Monday that it did not 
need to assess the company's application for hydraulic fracture stimulation on its onshore 
Arrowsmith-2 shale gas play near the town of Dongara.

"However, we believe there are quite a few steps to go through before we can confidently say 
we've got our foot on the consent to go ahead with the fracking activity," AWE chief operating 
officer  told the RIU Good Oil conference in Fremantle, WA on Tuesday.

http://www.bloomberg.com/video/74231342/
http://www.bloomberg.com/video/74231342/


The practice was banned in Queensland last year after traces of chemicals including the 
carcinogen benzene were found in bores at coal seam gas projects.

AWE says its fracture stimulations mainly use water and sand, with only minor chemical additives.

Washer acknowledged the company had much work to do convincing farmers, who were 
concerned about damage to aquifers, that fracking could be safe in the hands of a responsible 
operator.

There is a lot of resistance to fracking in New Zealand where the company produces oil from the 
Tui field.

In WA, the company hopes a forthcoming assessment of its Arrowsmith-2 plans by an 
independent water expert to provide assurances to the community.

Kindest Regards

Top business news
• Offshore  websites can't dent Harvey sales <http://finance.ninemsn.com.au/

newsbusiness/aap/8295108/offshore-websites-cant-dent-harvey-sales>
• Housing  to 'gain support' from steady rate <http://finance.ninemsn.com.au/

newsbusiness/aap/8295036/housing-to-gain-support-from-steady-rate>
• AWE  seeks to quell fracking concerns <http://finance.ninemsn.com.au/newsbusiness/

aap/8295112/awe-seeks-to-quell-fracking-concerns> 

Australian Worldwide Exploration 
company details

• Company  overview <http://finance.ninemsn.com.au/news-and-markets/company/?
code=AWE>   

• Company  news <http://finance.ninemsn.com.au/news-and-markets/company/news?
code=AWE>   

• ASX  announcements <http://finance.ninemsn.com.au/news-and-markets/company/
announcements?code=AWE>   

• Financial  history <http://finance.ninemsn.com.au/news-and-markets/company/financials?
code=AWE>   

• Shareholders <http://finance.ninemsn.com.au/news-and-markets/company/shareholders?
code=AWE>   

• Forecasts <http://finance.ninemsn.com.au/news-and-markets/company/charts?
code=AWE> 

<http://finance.ninemsn.com.au/executive-suite/downtime/> 

On 26/9/11 7:37 AM, "No COAL!ition, Margaret River" <******@nocoalitionmargaretriver.com> 
wrote:

The science of cumulative impact is only still emerging – it is good to see the studies 
beginning.
Groundwater greed driving sea level rises
·        25 September 2011 by  <http://www.newscientist.com/search?
rbauthors=Michael+Marshall> 
 
·        Magazine issue 2831 <http://www.newscientist.com/issue/2831> . Subscribe and save 
<http://www.newscientist.com/subscribe?promcode=nsarttop> 
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SLOWLY and almost imperceptibly the seas are rising <http://www.newscientist.com/article/
dn16732-sea-level-rise-could-bust-ipcc-estimate.html> , swollen by melting ice and the 
expansion of seawater as it warms. But there's another source of water adding to the rise: 
humanity's habit of pumping water from underground aquifers to the surface. Most of this water 
ends up in the sea.
Not many scientists even consider the effects of groundwater on sea level, says Leonard Konikow 
<http://water.usgs.gov/nrp/proj.bib/konikow.html>  of the United States Geological Survey in 
Reston, Virginia. Estimates were published as far back as 1994 (Nature, DOI: 10.1038/367054a0 
<http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/367054a0> ), but without good evidence to back them up, he says. 
The last report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change said that changes to 
groundwater reserves "cannot be estimated with much confidence" <http://www.ipcc.ch/
publications_and_data/ar4/wg1/en/ch5s5-5-5-3.html#5-5-5-4> .
Konikow measured how much water had ended up in the oceans by looking at changes in 
groundwater levels in 46 well-studied aquifers, which he then extrapolated to the rest of the 
world. He estimates that about 4500 cubic kilometres of water was extracted from aquifers 
between 1900 and 2008.
That amounts to 1.26 centimetres of the overall rise in sea levels of 17 cm in the same period 
(Geophysical Research Letters, DOI: 10.1029/2011gl048604 <http://dx.doi.org/
10.1029/2011GL048604> ).
That 1.26 cm may not seem like much, but groundwater depletion has accelerated massively 
since 1950, particularly in the past decade. Over 1300 cubic kilometres of the groundwater was 
extracted between 2000 and 2008, producing 0.36 cm of the total 2.79-cm rise in that time. "I 
was surprised that the depletion has accelerated so much," Konikow says.
It's not clear if the acceleration will continue. Konikow points out that some developed countries 
are cutting back on aquifer use and even trying to refill them when there is plenty of rainfall. "I 
would like to see that implemented more," he says.
"While there remain significant uncertainties, Konikow's estimate is probably the best there is for 
groundwater depletion," says John Church <http://www.csiro.au/people/John.Church.html>  of 
CSIRO Marine and Atmospheric Research in Hobart, Tasmania, Australia.
Konikow, Church and colleagues have used the data to compare the contributions of the different 
sources of sea-level rise and found that aquifer depletion is almost as significant as the ice melt in 
Greenland and Antarctica combined (Geophysical Research Letters, DOI: 10.1029/2011gl048794 
<http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/2011GL048794> ).

From: 
Date: Mon, 26 Sep 2011 11:58:49 +0800
To: 
Conversation: Article re cumulative impact - "some developed countries are cutting back on 
aquifer use"
Subject: Re: Article re cumulative impact - "some developed countries are cutting back on 
aquifer use"

Very interesting study. Here’s an extreme example of messign with aquifers.

http://theextinctionprotocol.wordpress.com/2011/09/25/mexico-city-continues-to-sink-into-the-
earth/ 

This blog is also worth watching. I check it several times a day now to see what’s happening to 
the planet and the cosmos. If you do same you’ll notice that very big events are increasing in 
magnitude and frequency. If you have a little time I suggest flipping back a few pages to get a 
pulse of what’s happened even over the past month...

Best
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Rob

From: 
Date: Tue, 11 Oct 2011 21:09:24 +0800
To: 
Conversation: Casing Corrosion
Subject: Re: Casing Corrosion

Where is that well?

On 10/10/11 3:56 PM, " > wrote:

So...... Don't worry about suspended wells, because the cxasings last 'forever'

Origin Energy - Northern Perth Basin.

"Oil production averaged 495 bopd gross for the Quarter (245 bopd net to Origin). The Hovea
8 well was shut-in for the majority of the Quarter due to casing corrosion. It is expected to
be brought back into production in the September Quarter 2011 following a planned
workover."

http://www.originenergy.com.au/files/Quarterly_Report_30_June_2011.pdf

Hovea 8 is a conventional oil well. It has not been subject to pumping millions of litres of acid and 
whatever else you can find under the kitchen sink into the well.
Lucky its not under 100PSI of residual gas and still in operation with someone monitoring it eh?

Shall i drop the old.. 'so how old is hovea 8?' when meeting with Origin? 
       

On 18/10/11 9:47 PM, "No COAL!ition, Margaret River" 

Take a look at this Decision Makers.  Link below.  Miners to sue Bureaucrats and State 
for using the precautionary principle in defence of Community water.  

Take a look at this dangerous new development – Margaret River/Busselton.

In a nutshell – if the Resource Sector enters the Capes region – you will never dislodge it, and 
the Government will be too scared to help.  You can see from this they are totally impaled on the 
Mining and Petroleum Acts.  
 
Cougar Energy sues State for defending the public water supply – this will further terrify the 
Government for trying to use the precautionary principle.   The Industry can’t quell the public 
unease – so it now threatens the State itself.  And bugger the public. 
 
What it proves Margaret River/Busselton – is that the resources industry will stop at nothing to 
superimpose itself onto your Community – and it will put the wind up the government for trying 
to help.
 
This is now becoming really historically dangerous – even moreso with the high degree of 
foreign ownership.  Have you ever seen this before in your lifetime?   Now the government cannot 
exercise the precautionary principle with Community Water, or it can be sued!!
 
Checkout this quote as to what they think of Communities “ ``We believe that the people in positions of 
authority have succumbed to misinformation and pressures from local farmers and politicians,'' he said.”  
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They are supposed to succumb for goodness sake – they are our Government!!  They are supposed to defend the people!!

Could it be said that unless the laws are changed the country will be run by “unelected” entities.   Like the Mining 
Contractor from NSW that has had the Capes Region frozen in doubt for 15 months – and want that to continue.   The 
Industry talks about sovereign risk – but at the same time they superimpose themselves onto the Sovereign rights of 
Communities.  Although what is becoming increasingly clear is that there is no longer any Homeland Security – for 
Communities it is nothing BUT sovereign risk at the moment.  

Maybe now our politicians will realise that they need to become law-makers for this uneasy new time in history. The 
Mining Act 1978 – is not cutting the mustard for the new times. 

http://www.perthnow.com.au/business/cougar-energy-sues-bureaucrats-for-34m/story-
e6frg2r3-1226168922953
 
An uneasiness of new proportion enters the issue of the greatest mining encroachment the nation 
has ever seen.  More than ever we need strong lawmakers. 
 
Sincerely
 

Margaret River. 

From: 
Date: Wed, 19 Oct 2011 05:05:26 +0800
To: "
Conversation: Dangerous new development - Miners sue Bureaucrats and State for Protecting 
Public Water assets.
Subject: Re: Dangerous new development - Miners sue Bureaucrats and State for Protecting 
Public Water assets.

Ironic. I felt a pang  of sympathy for the ‘poor bureaucrats’ when I read this...are they ‘hapless 
pen pushers’ caught between the proverbial rock and a hard place? Their ‘duty’ to execute 
ministerial and departmental directives, and the decimation of country and community?

Ironic because one of my calls has been for accountability. Accountability of ministers (and 
possibly other levels of the executive) for the long-term consequences of the decisions they make 
not only whilst in office, but after they’ve left. Well blow me down, the industry beat me to it, 
albeit from the opposite angle of the dangle. What a great gambit for the proponents...stick your 
pegs into Australia’s new casino...cash if you win, cash if you lose. I hope the Supreme Court can 
see the this one off to the shabby crack where it belongs.

How ironic, that the State will probably now be turning to us ‘protestors’ for our contacts and 
knowledge in the field of risk, BTEX chemicals, fracking fluids, hydrology, etc to shore up it’s 
defence. And how then uber-ironic will it be if by defending this claim successfully by proving the 
extent of risk and potential damage to aquifers, it lays foundation stones for we the people to get 
this madness stopped before it’s too late.

Accountability and if appropriate, liability. What is the ‘censure’ for ministers like Chris Hartcher 
who are transparently lying through their teeth about extent and the risks/consequences of CSG 
and coal. I’ve seen flare-offs myself in one of three wells near Casino, and he says there is no 
CSG yet in NSW!

Did you see this? I reckon this is going to shape up as one of the most significant ‘tier 2’ issues. 
And what happens when so much of Australia is being SOLD OFF.  Agricultural land, water, single 
use resources. How much more of this country needs to be sold off before I can apply for a say, a 
Chinese, or Indian passport. And what kind of political or even military pressure do we expose 
ourselves to with so much foreign capital invested here.
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And to reinforce the point, a link off the same article as the Cougar Energy story:
http://www.perthnow.com.au/business/wa-company-news/legacy-half-share-sold-to-india-
for-19m/story-e6frg2s3-1226169946219

Did you make good hay yesterday? Just a thought, but all you ‘authentic MR farmers’ could post a 
register with Tourism MR with timetables and locations for your various rural activities so that our 
region’s ‘visitors’ can swing by on ‘activity days’ to mop up the established trajectory ‘living 
experience’...what if all we could depend on at the end of all this were busloads of Chinese or 
Indian neo-middleclass adventurers at the ends of our driveways and fencelines popping pics with 
their tele-lenses to confirm the actual existence of the one place left in Australia where food still 
gets grown and bred?

Rob

On 20/10/11 10:59 AM, "  wrote:

Pretty big boo boo in the discussion paper. In WA, for the next 20 years, yes the main source of 
gas will be from offshore conventional targets. "there is significant csg onshore wa" is a myth that 
requires busting on the East Coast. There is only one coal seam in WA that has any gas in it.
But guess what! WA has 2.5x more gas onshore than offshore!

Its in Shale and tight sand formations. Just Like America..... Yay for us!

A prime example of where the WA gas industry wants to head is demonstrated in the JPP Browse 
project. 
There is up to 35tcf of gas in place in the Browse Field.
There is up to 350tcf of gas in place onshore in the Canning Basin

Why would you not pipe the gas from Browse to somewhere like Karratha? or Port Headland? to 
be processed??

Well Karratha and Port headland is not adjacent to the biggest onshore gas bearing shale 
formation in the nation!

Another scary fact about shale and tight gas... gas bearing shale and tight sandstone formations 
are All Over Australia. 

Global hysteria surrounding insane adverse environmental impact of fracking is mainly related to 
shale... Shale and tight gas is literally everywhere

From: >
Date: Thu, 20 Oct 2011 13:07:30 +0800
To: 
Conversation: Gas analysis from coal convergence
Subject: Re: Gas analysis from coal convergence

Yeh that’s what I thought too...though after speaking with you on same subject yesterday, wasn’t 
sure. Coincidently am on the train to Katoomba and was just reading the very same statement 
when I decided to check email in case I went out of range, and got yours below..
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So which is the WA seam that has gas, where is it, and any idea how big the prospect? 

I’ll paraphrase what you wrote below and insert it into an addendum or other summary. Would be 
very helpful to have more WA info...you got time to do note form as discussed yesterday?

From: 
Date: Thu, 20 Oct 2011 13:23:16 +0800
To: "
Conversation: Hi
Subject: Re: Hi 

All very well , but if it’s too precious to FCK UP, why allow ‘exploration’ permits? Same  Q for 
St Peters (?) in Sydney, and oil in Mentelle basin. Tis is where just a modicum of PLANNING would 
be appropriate..and those those pads are going to be visible from the air. Did they grade tracks to 
get in there? If so, who issued the permits? Is it ‘Crown Land’? Nature Reserve?

On 23/10/11 8:00 AM,  

Politicians and Bureaucrats individually targeted in law suit.  This is pretty intimidating 
stuff.  
 
Seems like the Govt was exercising the precautionary principle in defence of Community water 
supplies – which electors would acknowledge as priority number one – but for such democracy 
they face a law suit.   
 
If it’s not campaign contributions, lobby groups, economic charisma, the immutable power of the 
Mining Act-1978, then it is law-suits for Politicians.  
 
So, any surprise why Governments become Community Hostile?  Does it seem they have any 
choice?  
 
This is what you are up against – Margaret River.  It is what your politicians have to face.  Haven’t 
we, all along, found politicians tip-toeing around on eggshells in this Margaret River aquifer 
mining adventure?  Now you can see why.  We request them to represent us – but see how their 
hands are tied.  
 
Thing is, when they hijack Governments – they hijack Communities.  Not sure if they have made 
that connection as yet. 
 
Notice how Governments don’t have anything like the same fear of Communities.  That’s because 
we are pretty toothless – no dignity at law, no weighty argument that can’t be shot down at law, 
little more than being forced to harp on about issues not properly weighted at law.  
 
All we have is LORE.  Hope it is enough to defend Margaret River.   We need better Community 
Law, better water law, better cumulative impact – to help the politicians out. 
 
But wait!!   They are the law MAKERS!!
 
Glimpse your Future without Special Legislation – Margaret River.
 
http://www.couriermail.com.au/business/politicians-in-cougars-sights/story-
e6freqmx-1226174047675
 
Sincerely
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Margaret River.

FW: The mining industry can’t work out why it is demonised in the media - Mining Conference
On 24/10/11 9:58 AM,  

Mining-industry-portrayed-badly-in-news  - wow, I wonder why?   Is Nikki Williams for 
real? 

It is virtually incomprehensible that the mining industry doesn’t understand why it cops bad 
press, Margaret River.  However, the article proves that they have no idea:
 
Yet, the answer is blindingly simple.  
 
They are totally blind to:
 
1. The way Communities are totally disenfranchised by interaction with the Mining Act – with 
few rights at law and no planning certainty.  And social impact heavily de-weighted, easily 
swatted away in the approvals process.
2. The fact that the Mining Act, 1978,  encourages the industry to happily superimpose 
themselves over pre-existing land- uses.  So the industry does so – with no manners.
3. The mining industry happily usurps Community water, and dumps “produced water” into 
surface eco-systems. 
4. The mining industry leaves toxic legacies like Beenup
5. The mining industry tries to weaken the EPA 
6. The mining industry thinks money buys love, they still think that is the only solution – while 
they turn national natural icons into open cut mines, and devalue the assets of others who 
thereby subsidise the industry.  People – believe it or not – don’t like it when the fish die ( not 
that mining is the only culprit there), they don’t like it when Esperance gets lead poisoning, they 
don’t like dehydrated aquifers, they don’t like toxic legacies.   They don’t like adaptive 
management either – ie suck it and see.  
7. The fact that politicians take the industry slogans – such as in this article ``We help treasurers 
keep budgets healthy and give Australia the strength to stave off the threat of recession.” – and 
use those slogans in Community Hostile ways.  The mining industry expects that slogan to usurp 
the requirement for manners.   The gratitude for the wealth is one thing – but the cost of that 
wealth is not properly balanced. 
8. The industry drains other sectors of labour.  Which is not their fault – but it does make it hard 
on other industries.
9. The industry has enormous cumulative impact – and is only just getting warmed up.  We ain’t 
seen nothing yet, but some areas are already like lunar landscapes.   And that is a planning issue, 
not necessarily the industry’s fault – they just mine where the government lets them.  They need 
certainty – but so do the rest of us.   That is a planning issue, but so far the plan is mine 
everywhere, anywhere - case by case – no-one seems to be able to fix it.  
10. They have children trampolining in coal dust; are making record profits – but forego the lives 
and health of such kids. They would knock out 80 hectares of our dwindling forest just for a haul 
road.  
11. If there had been no major objections – they would happily trash arable land.  Even in the 
face of massive objection, they persist.  They may yet still get to trash arable land – no matter 
the objections. 
12. They force co-existence – a truly busted myth.  
13. They don’t try to fix these things – but instead use prime time TV propaganda.  They think 
engaging the Community is where you tell the community how it is going to be, and intimidate 
the politicians.  The latest craze is to stigmatise the objectors politically – “hijacked by the 
Greens” being a favourite – trying to cast the objectors to the fringe.  Those objectors being just 
honest Aussies of myriad flavours.  
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So without the media articulating these issues, Communities would have no voice – the fact 
being that Communities find it really hard to get help from their Government on the issue.  The 
irony is – the Mining Companies have alienated Communities and now are asking – in this article 
– for the Government to sort it out.    Yet, when the Government tries to sort it out – like 
protecting arable land, defending water from contamination such as in Kingaroy the industry sues 
specific ministers and bureaucrats, the EPA protecting aquifers in Margaret River from Coal Mining 
– the mining industry fights all attempts.  Like not accepting the umpire’s decision to reject 
mining in Margaret Rivers aquifers. 
 
It beggars belief that they just don’t get it.  I speak to miners and drillers I meet – and they don’t 
find it difficult to understand – but the peak bodies do.  
 
Poor Nikki Williams – her argument is “ we are rich why doesn’t everyone love us”.  She doesn’t 
know that Western Coal doesn’t even turn up at the wardens court in contempt of Community, 
she doesn’t know that Peter Ross from LDO said at my kitchen table that he will mine here 
whether the Community wants it or not, she doesn’t know that the CCIWA is appealing against 
Margaret River even though the local Chamber of Commerce is against coal mining in the aquifers 
– and CCIWA has never even consulted the region, she doesn’t know that we are told that our 
concerns are 99% irrelevant at law ( not LORE), she doesn’t know that you should not make 
yourself rich by getting others to subsidise you with the sacrifice of their pre-existing assets, 
aspirations and environmental capital.
 
What’s not to love?  
 
If she did know these things she would be better at her job and less prone to plaintive curiosity 
as to why her industry is so on the nose right now.  GFC notwithstanding – mining “welfare” 
notwithstanding.  Nikki Williams has never come to talk to us – but she could – it’s her job.  
Instead the money is spent lobbying politicians and running ads – and “helping treasurers” she 
says, ; in one sound bite confirming the massive conflict of interest governments have in sorting 
this mess out.   Good sound bite – Nikki, I think you have helped us confirm that point.    And her 
sound bite as to how the industry will go to other places if jilted – the regular threat our 
Politicians convert into Community hostile behaviour – also helps to confirm that point.  Is she 
saying that Children in those countries should trampoline in coal dust??  
 
Communities can only hope that the media does not desert them at this vital time.  Never have 
Communities needed the media to help them more than now.   The mining industry is widely 
praised, widely lauded, widely self-congratulating for the wonderful things it does.  Surely it 
gets heaps of praise.  It can’t expect not to be held accountable for the dodgy things it does as 
well.  
 
One of those is insisting on coal mining adventures in the critical regional water assets in the 
Capes Region. 
 
http://www.perthnow.com.au/business/mining-industry-portrayed-badly-in-news/story-
e6frg2r3-1226174965516
 

Margaret River. 

From: 
Date: Mon, 24 Oct 2011 13:06:04 +0800
To: "
Conversation: Miners suing individual politcians. See why Governments become Community 
Hostile
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Subject: Re: Miners suing individual politcians. See why Governments become Community 
Hostile

It would be therefore very important that the citizens whose water safety was being protected 
should turn out ON MASSE at any court appearance, and start campaigning hard now for the 
rights of our representatives to protect us. Perhaps the politicians would have more courage to 
exercise their duty of care to us, the citizens (whose taxes also pay their wages and pensions).

From: 
Date: Mon, 24 Oct 2011 15:56:11 +0800
To: "
Conversation: The mining industry can't work out why it is demonised in the media - Mining 
Conference
Subject: Re: The mining industry can't work out why it is demonised in the media - Mining 
Conference

This is a beautiful and astute summation of the current situation. Is it possible to repost this with 
the additional observation that Mining accounts for only about 9% of Australia’s export earnings, 
is about 83% foreign owned, and only uses about 10% of Australian produced product and 
material in it’s infrastructure. 

Then there’s Clive Palmer’s 1.4bn tonne ‘China First’ project on the east coast in Galliee Basin 
that will use Chinese investment, Chinese plant, Chinese workforce, Chinese materials, Chinese 
built handling terminal to ship Aussie coal to guess where? China. It would trash 8000 heactares 
of rare biodiverse bush at Bimblebox....

What’s actually in it for Australia? 

On 9/11/11 10:09 AM, "  
wrote:

Now the Industry says it is one of the world’s oldest industries!!   Well, in one of the oldest 
industries I have heard about – money sure doesn’t buy love – it buys something altogether 
different.  
 
So yes, I see the similarities.  
 
http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/business/items/201111/s3359675.htm

From: 
Date: Sat, 12 Nov 2011 06:20:45 +0800
To: "

Conversation: WA EPA 7.30 Report
Subject: Re: WA EPA 7.30 Report

Hi Brent...thanks for taking on gas..I know how much you already have to do with coal...hope 
you don’t mind me still forwarding what I find that flags up what we may be in for if we don’t get 
informed and active. Did you see the 7.30 Report on North Perth Basin last night? I’m very 
disturbed that it was so uncritical, and despite putting forward Eneabba  local Wendy’s anxiety, 
was as good as $70k worth of free advertising for the industry. Only someone with knowledge or 
someone who’s been involved would have spotted some of the corrupted and self-serving 
‘processes’ by DMP and DEC that cuts the EPA out of any effective role in being and Agency for 
Protecting the Environment (and communities).
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I’ve written to my co-campaigner Dane Griffin this morning asking him to co-author a letter 
(possibly statement and/or press release), and am trying to get a link to the programme. If you 
have one or get sent one, could you please send it to me? And hold any response that you may 
have until we compare notes. Perhaps we could craft up a ‘reply’ along the lines of your usual 
excellent fare.

From your writing below do I assume correctly that you read the US EPA report? Or do your 
points come from another source? If so could I have it please...

Will contact you later re the 7.30 Report when I’ve spoken with ...if you’re already in contact 
with him, I suggest you two say hello.  is on the ground up in Perth and engaging with the 
EPA (through The Wilderness Society) for declining to assess the the North Perth Basin sites. 
Would be good if you two are on each other’s feeds.  

...

Rob

Also, FYI, and to keep the discourse absolutely accurate, Hydraulic Stimulation is not a new term 
to ‘euphemise’ fracking for the WA audience, it’s an original industry term, and goes back decades 
to when water wells were hydraulically stimulated to increase bore flow.

On 11/11/11 11:49 AM, "No COAL!ition, Margaret River" 

I’ve written  you apols for only popping up to 

Margaret River / Busselton - 

We have to pass the baton to the EPA re the extraction of “unconventional gas” in our area.    
They accept – see below. 
 
And you have to press your Politicians not to contradict the EPA – which is what the CME, AMEC 
and CCIWA is trying to get the Government to do in the case of the coal rush in amongst our 
regional aquifers.  

Those industry lobbies want the EPA weakened, the appeal against the rejection of the coal mine 
is nothing but a political stunt to weaken the EPA, but the EPA is the only line of defence for 
Communities – and they possess the ONLY law that can blunt the otherwise mighty Mining and 
Petroleum Acts. 
 
Re: The report from the US EPA which has just come in which says -
 
1. They are finding “deep” methane (ie gas that has come from deep geology) in shallow 
aquifers.
2. They are finding drilling contaminants and fraccing chemicals ( that word is being euphemised 
into “hydraulic stimulation” for the Western Australia audience – to throw people off the scent)  in 
shallow aquifers.
3. This is in spite of the so called geological barriers between deep gas and shallow aquifers.
4. The only source of the contaminants is the unconventional gas industry.  
5. ERGO – there must be industry-made interconnectivity between the deep gas and the 
shallow aquifers.  
 
This casts doubt on Whicher Ranger Energy which has been “engaging” the Margaret River / 
Busselton Community by telling them it has been fine to have used 1.2 million litres of diesel in 
“deep fraccing” – before proving that it didn’t release the gas anyway.  They have based their 
assurances on the geological barrier between the deep tight gas and the shallow aquifers in the 
region, and the “integrity” of their casings to prevent industry-made inter-connectivity.



 
In the face of the EPA findings in the USA – a Community – the Margaret River / Busselton 
Community – has every right to be totally sceptical that deep gas recovery is safe in terms of 
local water contamination.  Something contaminated those aquifers in the US.   And the operators 
“self-congratulate” on US TV as good operators – ERGO – Good operators can stuff up your water.  
WRE calls themselves a good operator – and may well be the best in the world.  
 
However – good operators, deep gas and drilling contaminants in shallow aquifers – equals end of 
social licence. 
 
A small Community voice should not be expected to have to carry this issue.  We should be 
allowed to pass the baton of concern to our Government.   We should be able to trust our 
Government.  At present – we don’t.  We don’t because the industry is in their ear and money is 
making everything too hasty.  We don’t because the self-confessed industry lobbyists are trying to 
use the Margaret River coal mine to weaken the EPA.  
 
So, there is no trust.  
 
I called Mark Jefferies from the Office of the EPA in Perth and told him of our concerns and our 
need to pass the baton, this not being a job for a Community Group.  Mark was very 
accommodating and appreciates that we are concerned and appreciates that we need to be able 
to expect proper safeguards.  He acknowledged the indecent haste ( my words) in the US and 
QLD and very likely NSW – and has read the article we sent him this morning.  
 
He accepted the task – so all of the Community concerns should be directed to the EPA, 
not to No Coalition – who has its hands full trying to advocate to the government suitable 
arguments to protect Margaret River from inappropriate mining encroachment into a great Region 
which already contributes to WA in ways Mining can never do – and should be encouraged to keep 
up the good work.  
 
And to your Politicians to make sure that the EPA is properly funded and not weakened by the 
mining lobby. 
 
Sincerely 
 

On 17/9/11 9:13 AM, "  
wrote:

For your Information, Decision Makers. 

Glimpse the future Margaret River/Busselton.  See the link.  

Of course this ( in the link) would be world’s best practice, acceptable, negligible, minimal, a fair 
price to pay for progress, and don’t forget – that coal – that belongs to all Australians so bugger 
the fish.   You are witnessing what would have been described in the Approvals Process as 
“mitigation”.  
 
It is such a rich vocabulary – that of the Approvals Process, don’t you think,  which Brendan 
Grylls has just described to the Community in a letter as that with which the Govt will BALANCE 
everything here in jolly “Margarets”.   He is going to use this language to bring us “diversity” – a 
word he chose in the context of coal mining questions.   
 
And how balanced is Gladstone looking Folks??   How ”diverse” have they made Gladstone??   You 
be the judge. 
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And the fishermen who warned of the fragility of the environment – well we know now what they 
would have been called don’t we? – NIMBY, hippy, greenie, tree-hugger, millionaires row, 
hypocrites ( they would have wanted fish and eat them too! – nothing but loonies) – I mean 
these folks will keep you in the stone age!!    Imagine listening to these nutters and being held 
back into a world of edible fish.  That is nothing but “green economics”.!!
 
Glimpse the cumulative impact Margaret River – once they find a way to rationalise bringing you 
the BOOM – look forward to being “diverse” and “balanced”.   This is how it looks – in the link. 
 
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/warning-gladstone-fish-off-the-menu-and-
central-qld-coast-closed-to-fishing/story-e6freoof-1226139089099
 
Margaret River/Busselton – too precious to undermine.  Roll on special legislation while we can 
still eat the marron!!
 
Sincerely to all
 

. 
Margaret River
 

From: <
Date: Mon, 19 Sep 2011 05:51:32 +0800
To: "
Conversation: Coal Industry ruins Central QLD fishing.  Fish off the menu. 
Subject: Re: Coal Industry ruins Central QLD fishing.  Fish off the menu. 

This is tragic...and what of the destruction of our NW coast as the dredging for James Price would 
cause, not to mention a 3km breakwater to thoroughly disturb the coastal currents and 
distribution of sediments... Even more important that we maintain SOME areas outside the 
killzones for our own, and future generations, survival. Here’s another snapshot of QLD for your 
‘glimpse your future MR’ series..

http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/exploration-threatens-to-cover-state/story-
e6freoof-1226140323300

and:

http://www.couriermail.com.au/business/india-on-mine-buying-spree/story-
e6freqmx-1226140335993

Was great to speak with you last week...cant imagine how isolated and vulnerable I’d be feeling if 
you weren’t putting in such a clever and superhuman commitment (read ‘sacrifice’). Thanks so 
much for your continuity. When I’m feeling despondent, and with little feeling to offer more, one 
read of (just) one of your emails and I buck up and get on with it...Am honoured to be your 
colleague and co-campaigner. Thanks a million... 

In gratitude,

Rob

From: <
Sent: Saturday, November 12, 2011 6:20 AM
To: 
Cc: 
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Subject: Re: WA EPA 7.30 Report
 
Hi Brent...thanks for taking on gas..I know how much you already have to do with coal...hope 
you don’t mind me still forwarding what I find that flags up what we may be in for if we don’t get 
informed and active. Did you see the 7.30 Report on North Perth Basin last night? I’m very 
disturbed that it was so uncritical, and despite putting forward Eneabba  local Wendy’s anxiety, 
was as good as $70k worth of free advertising for the industry. Only someone with knowledge or 
someone who’s been involved would have spotted some of the corrupted and self-serving 
‘processes’ by DMP and DEC that cuts the EPA out of any effective role in being and Agency for 
Protecting the Environment (and communities).

I’ve written to my co-campaigner Dane Griffin this morning asking him to co-author a letter 
(possibly statement and/or press release), and am trying to get a link to the programme. If you 
have one or get sent one, could you please send it to me? And hold any response that you may 
have until we compare notes. Perhaps we could craft up a ‘reply’ along the lines of your usual 
excellent fare.

From your writing below do I assume correctly that you read the US EPA report? Or do your 
points come from another source? If so could I have it please...

Will contact you later re the 7.30 Report when I’ve spoken with ...if you’re already in contact 
with him, I suggest you two say hello. Dane is on the ground up in Perth and engaging with the 
EPA (through The Wilderness Society) for declining to assess the the North Perth Basin sites. 
Would be good if you two are on each other’s feeds.  

 FYI, and to keep the discourse absolutely accurate, Hydraulic Stimulation is not a new term 
to ‘euphemise’ fracking for the WA audience, it’s an original industry term, and goes back decades 
to when water wells were hydraulically stimulated to increase bore flow.

 On 12/11/11 8:30 AM, " " 

HI 
 
Noted all. Thanks. 
 
I read the info you sent me, then regurgitated it. Re the US findings. 
 
The idea of my “passing the baton” to the EPA was so that I don’t have to do so much. My hands 
are already quite full. They know we are watching – and since the whole thing is the subject of a 
Senate enquiry and uproar in the east it won’t actually slip under the radar here.  I am happy for 
“someone” to keep the “energy” up for fraccing etc – but as the email says – just not No 
Coalition, because that is basically me and I am low on petrol.  
 
I recommend that you speak to  He sounds pretty on to it.  They are already doing 
a great deal behind the scenes – I even have  querying industry about concrete!!  
 
Quite apart from the surface footprint – we have now introduced the principle of “industry-made 
interconnectivity”. It creates doubt and will require quite a lot of evidence to prove that it cannot 
happen.  Even Peter Lane thinks such suspicion is a good thing to be cast – he thinks they are all 
fair questions.  
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My suggestion is that you try to figure out how to recruit scrutineers who are NOT out of petrol – 
and that young Farida and her Perth group are fired up, plus so is the CCAWA. 
 
Re the euphemism – I am pretty sure they used to call it hydraulic fracture stimulation.  I think 
they now skip fracture.  
 
I met  and F  place.  In fact I met both there.  I recall being very relieved that 
someone was fired up about gas encroachment.
 
Happy to receive the info R , however, I am going to keep focussing on coal and special 
legislation – each of which is far from over. 
 
Cheers

From: 
Date: Sun, 13 Nov 2011 07:33:12 +0800
To: "

Conversation: WA EPA 7.30 Report
Subject: Re: WA EPA 7.30 Report

Hi B ...here’s the link to the 7.30 Report on fracking WA. Thanks for the refinement on the 
HydStim terminology. And PS, I didn’t mean to suggest that you’re taking up gas issue (you 
already made that clear that you’re fully occupied with Regional Legislation) but just wanted to 
thank you for still raising issues, and forwarding/exposing what comes across your desk...

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-11-12/test-drilling-for-gas-worries-mid-west-residents/
3662612?section=wa

Rob

From: 
Date: Tue, 15 Nov 2011 23:48:34 +1100
To: 
Subject: Positive media against Fracking since Eneabba - List

Rugby Union covers fracking in Midwest: http://www.rugbyunion.com.au/story?
cityid=104bb5c8-6e99-4908-8e80-9eb5a44c3654&storyid=a77d4048-82b2-4d19-
a7e9-4c288eacf20a <http://www.rugbyunion.com.au/story?
cityid=104bb5c8-6e99-4908-8e80-9eb5a44c3654&amp;storyid=a77d4048-82b2-4d19-
a7e9-4c288eacf20a> 
Campus daily covers fracking in Midwest: http://www.campusdaily.com.au/
read_university_news.php?title=companies_plan_fracking_at_wa_gas_sites_38106 
7.30 report covers fracking in Midwest: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-11-12/test-drilling-for-
gas-worries-mid-west-residents/3662612 
Horticulture groups call for fracking ban - Countryman: http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/
regional/countryman/a/-/news/10157150/calls-mount-to-suspend-fraccing/ 
Lock the gate! – gero Guardian: http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/regional/gascoyne/a/-/news/
9980237/lock-out-miners-or-risk-disaster/ 
ABC online feature fracking in midwest: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-08-15/fracking-wa-
feature/2840288 
Fracking laws in WA inadequate – Perth Now: http://www.perthnow.com.au/business/business-
old/controversial-fracking-laws-in-wa-adequate-report/comments-e6frg2qu-1226182952261 
Fracking in the news – perth now finance: http://au.finance.yahoo.com/news/Moves-tighten-
fracking-abc-3783888626.html?x=0 
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AG report – DMP WA failing to monitor - SMH: http://news.smh.com.au/breaking-news-national/
wa-govt-fails-to-monitor-mining-conditions-20110928-1kx0e.html 

From: < >
Date: Wed, 16 Nov 2011 10:09:54 +0800
To: 
Conversation: Oh dear - think of the Prime Time propaganda this is going to trigger!!
Subject: Re: Oh dear - think of the Prime Time propaganda this is going to trigger!!

Ha ha...that’s classic! I saw that and just about fell over...but couldn’t find a link...was thinking 
“WHO ARE THESE MONKEYS that the industry wheels out???” And then I realised he wasn’t 
talking about CSG itself, but lying, cheating and stealing with no regard whatsoever the the 
effects or consequences on other people. THAT’s the oldest industry in the world that they’re 
conducting...Pure colonialism: ‘take what we want, and F#%K the natives’...

On 2/12/11 5:18 PM, " :

Hi all,  here.

Its high time i gave you all a bit of an update as to where the situation is at in regard to fracking 
in your area in regard to work i have been doing down here in the big smoke.

As you are all probably aware, the EPA decided not to assess ANY projects in WA that we're 
referred to them under section 38 of the Environmental Protection Act.

The Conservation Council of WA, The Wilderness Society,  - WA Greens and myself 
have appealed the EPA decision not to assess, thus initiating a legal process of appeal. I have met 
with the Appeals convenor in regard to the following wells. 
Arrowsmith-2 (norwest Energy/AWE) 
Woodada Deep-1 (AWE) 
Warro-4, Warro-5 (Latent Petroleum/Transerve Energy) 
Senecio-2 (AWE) 
and also Yulleroo-2 (Buru Energy) - Kimberley.

All proposals are now locked in appeals hearings and the EPA Appeals Convemor will be giving his 
advice on how to proceed to the WA environment minister and the EPA this month.
Due to the companies requiring stoppage of work until appeals have been determined, the 
Halliburton fracking rig has left the state and is now in the NT.

The Appeals Convenor has stated that we do in fact have very strong appeal cases for the 
Woodada and Arrowsmith operations, though due to the EPA sadly not being all that interested in 
the threat to cleared farmland, Senecio and Warro are a different story. even though a lot of the 
same threats remain.

I tried to get intervention on the Arrowsmith site by initiating the 'contaminated sites act 2003' 
and referred the unlined waste water pond to the contaminated sites commitee. The 
contaminated sites committee determined the site 'report claim unsubstantiated' and the site 
classification 'uncontaminated' after obtaining advice from the DMP and Halliburton Corporation 
that there we're no chemical aditives in the water. The DEC contaminated sites committee carried 
out NO testing of the water, assessment of the pond walls, floor or any other work that one would 
expect to be undertaken.
I have appealed the classification of the site, provided more information, and proof of chemical 
aditives and also Gamma radiation counts of the shale formation (cuttings of which are in the 
pond)

I also found that the Arrowsmith-2 well is in breach of its environmental management plan. The 
Norwest Energy/AWE joint venture has cleared 1.5ha more than was allowed under their EMP, 
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and the wastewater flowback pond and flare pit have been altered without first emptying their 
contents and disposing of in accordance with their EMP. This matter of non-compliance was 
reported to the DMP. But nothing happened, after 2 months of follow ups with the DMP, they 
assure me that they will get back to me 'soon' regarding my report.

I have been meeting with all government departments RE fracking on a stakeholder reference 
group. This has been quite interesting and also quite scary! It is scary to see how much the 
industry is prepared to blatently lie in front of ministers, deny science and force their agenda. It is 
also extremely dissapointing to see government ministers and the EPA sit on their hands and 
carry on putting vitally important items of public interest such as fracking at the bottom of their 
agenda.
We have however forced the issue to the top of the EPA Appeals commitee agenda.

The Conservation Council of WA held a fracking information forum, which was attended by 150 
people who had the opportunity of hearing from industry, the DMP, EDO lawyers, Alison Xamon 
and the CCWA. The DMP was unable to answer many curly questions that came their way from a 
surprisingly well informed audience. They failed to provide answers to questions relating to waste 
management, water treatment and disposal, water use, air quality impacts, regulatory failures 
within their own department, how the DMP will be able to remove industry risks, radioactivity of 
shale formations in WA and if and when the public will ever be able to actually view information 
relating to projects. ie what chemicals will be used, water use, environmental management plans 
etc.

An interesting deal was struck between independent member of federal parliament - Tony 
Windsor and Julia Gillard in return for Tony's vote for the Mineral Resource Rent Tax.
You can view the deal here.http://www.tonywindsor.com.au/releases/111121.pdf
It will enable the federal government to intervene with this situation and conduct a 'bioregional 
assessment' of the possible cumulative impacts of extractive industries such as shale gas.
Sadly at the EPA's stakeholder reference group meeting on 1st Dec, both the EPA and the DMP 
announced that they had already responded to the federal government and declared that this 
state government will not support this and has delared to 'lock the gate' to such a proposal and 
start a (quote) 'Bunfight' to prevent this from happening!
This is very worrying, as our state government is not going to resource or fund such a study. So 
WA may miss out on this vital opportunity to get proper science on a bioregional scale, taking into  
account cumulative impact of industry BEFORE industry runs away with our water and land!

The ABC in Sydney has produced an online feature page in relation to CSG http://
www.abc.net.au/news/specials/coal-seam-gas-by-the-numbers/  but it does not yet include shale, 
or tight gas. I have found a contact to the person who put this together, so we may be able to 
push to have the WA story included on the maps and information on this website.

Things that we can all do from here on.

ABC.
I think it would be extremely valuable to have a WA perspective on the ABC website. Please Email 

 and ask to have shale and tight gas activities 
included in the ABC website. I will be sending the amended and updated briefing paper to her 
aswell and feeding into this process.

Federal Government action.
I have written to Minister  regarding federal government intervention of the 
Arrowsmith and Woodada wells under provisions of the EPBC act. 
Please find attached my letter to his office regarding the Woodada gas field operations.
I recommend, if you have time, writing a similar letter to the EPBC office, i am quietly confident 
that if Tony Burke recieves a few of these, the projects may be picked up under the EPBC and 
require a further assessment. Due to political reasons. i think the federal government would love 
a reason to intervene!
The EPBC website - is here.http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/assessments/referral-form.html
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NOTE: We as public cannot refer a project for assessment under the EPBC act. But we can 
however point out that a project Should Have been refered by the company and was not. The 
federal government will then use their discretion as to whether or not they will intervene and 
assess. Woodada should have been referred because of reasons outline in my letter attached. 
Arrowsmith should have been referred due to its location in respect to a threatened species - 
Malleefowl.

Write to the  - National Party WA
and voice your concern and dissapointment that the state government is not supporting the deal 
between Tony Windsor and the federal government in regard to bioregional assessment. Ask him 
to push for the SW Bioregion to be included in the federal governments plan. This needs to be 
done. The national party should support this. 
Write to him here. http://www.nationalswa.com/OurTeam/TheStateParliamentaryParty/
HonPhilipGardinerMLC.aspx 
Phil attended the information forum in Perth, and heard all of the concerns from the public, and 
also witnessed first hand the failings of the current situation.

Also. i have attached the latest briefing paper, copies of some the EPA appeals and also a copy of 
the letter to Tony Burke and the Appeal of the contaminated sites comittee. All for your perusal.

The Environmental Defenders Office has asked me to forward their website details to you all in 
case anyone requires legal advice on ANY matters. The EDO has a great team, and are extremely 
cheap!

A big thanks to  for your recent work with the ABC's 7.30 Report. It was great to 
see the local issues finally exposed! You both performed very well in front of the camera and 
raised some great points.

I hope this all pans out ok for all of our sake. And i wish you all a merry christmas and happy new 
year, i hope to get back up in the near future, and will drop you all a line when i am!

Yours sincerely,

- Research Officer - Onshore Petroleum
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